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GUERNSEY: ITS PEOPLE AND DIALECT. 
Introduction. 

Guernsey, in shape a triangle and sloping toward the North, 
is divided into twenty parishes. The Lower or Northern 
Parishes are those most frequently visited by strangers ; here 
the scenery is quiet, the bays are large, with beautiful white 
sand-beaches, varied, here and there, by some bold projection. 
The Southern coast, on the contrary, is beautiful in its very 
ruggedness; here, cliflfe a hundred feet in height, wild and 
fierce, sea gulls and crows with their piercing shrieks, waves 
dashing against the rocks and into the caverns, all contribute 
to produce a peculiar fascination on the visitor. 

The climate of the Channel Islands resembles that of the 
neighboring shores of England and France. The prevailing 
winds are warm and moist, the easterly being the most violent, 
and large stones have sometimes been thrown over the wall 
built at the edge of the water, and across a wide road. The 
usual state of the atmosphere is one of uncomfortable mois- 
ture, especially to those accustomed only to the enervating 
climate of the United States. The natives are strong and 
healthy, and men, well along in years, are seen with rosy 
cheeks; but the Guemseyman is not robust, like the English- 

1 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 E. S. LEWIS. 

man, nor is he as energetic ; he works well and intelligently, 
but everything is done slowly, and it is, doubtless, this free- 
dom from hurry, as well as the pleasant climate, that preserves 
the health and prolongs the life of the islanders. The poor 
enjoy superior comforts, in their small huts, near a sea into 
which they do not fear to dip themselves from time to time, 
with healthy surroundings and no wild desire to acquire wealth 
in a day. The winters are said to be very mild, and the 
summers are delightfully cool. 

The surface of this island is of about twenty-four square 
miles, from which a third must be deducted for rocks, cliffs 
and places not susceptive of cultivation. We must not, there- 
fore, expect to meet a great variety in the products, nor an 
extensive system of agriculture. The extreme subdivision of 
land may perhaps diminish the usefulness of what little ground 
can be cultivated, but the corresponding advantage of enabling 
the poorest man to own a little property, in which he can 
become interested, must be, in the minds of most persons, of 
sufficient weight to induce the preservation of the present 
system of the tenure of property. The soil being fertile, and 
the manure, afforded by sand and sea-weed, increasing this 
fertility, small farms are seen everywhere, even to the very 
edge of the sea, and on every inch of the ground something 
useful is being cultivated. On these farms is raised the famous 
Guernsey cow, large and of a bright yellow, and the islanders 
are so proud of their cattle, that every foreign breed is rigor- 
ously excluded, and only the meat required at the slaughter- 
house is allowed to enter the island. 

Fruits and flowers, especially grapes and tomatoes, are the 
main product of the hundreds of greenhouses that cover the 
island in all directions, giving it a peculiar appearance, when 
the sun is reflected from all this glass. This fruit is sold at 
high prices in London and other large cities in England, and 
is the chief source of whatever little wealth the inhabitants 
may possess. 
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GUERNSEY: ITS PEOPLE AND DIALECT. 3 

It is not unlikely that, when the early inhabitants of Eng- 
land, driven before the victorious Saxons, fled to Wales, and 
thence, across the sea, to Brittany, some should have been 
attracted to these islands and have been among the first regu- 
lar colonists. There is a tradition, that the Saracens possessed 
a stronghold in Guernsey, called the castle of Geoffrey ; this 
site is now peacefully occupied by a church, but the view 
from there, overlooking the whole island, easily explains why 
those fierce warriors had chosen this position in preference to 
any other. 

Although no proof exists of the fact, we may, however, 
reasonably infer that Rollo, in the 10th century, possessed the 
Channel Islands, as well as Normandy and Brittany. Richard 
the First, third duke of Normandy, banished the monks of 
Mount Saint Michael to Guernsey, where they settled and 
built a church, dedicated to Saint Michael, and around these 
monks, so many other persons congregated, that their posses- 
sion of the land was confirmed by Robert, sixth duke of 
Normandy. 

In 1061 Guernsey was attacked by a strong band of pirates, 
who were soon disbanded by the inhabitants and monks, sup- 
ported by some troops under D'Anneville, an officer sent by 
William the Conqueror, who seemed to take considerable 
interest in these islands. After the conquest of England, the 
constitution of the islands was in no respect changed, for the 
inhabitants were on the victorious side, and, to this day, they 
are anxious to impress on strangers that they have never been 
conquered by England, but, in reality, have themselves been 
the conquerors, and, as such, have retained their independence 
throughout these eight centuries. After the death of William, 
England and Normandy were separated, and remained so until 
reunited by Henry the First, in 1106 ; Henry the Second did 
not succeed his grandfather to the English crown, but was 
recognized by the barons as duke of Normandy. During these 
changes, the Channel Islands remained in the possession of 
the Norman dukes, and the English king, Stephen, had no 
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4 E. S. LEWIS. 

jurisdiction over this bailiwick ; the inhabitants proved thus 
their fidelity to their dukes, though these were ai war with 
England. Cornet Castle, an imposing structure at the entrance 
of St. Peter Port, was built at this time by Henry, who feared 
lest the English king might make an attempt to capture 
Guernsey, and thus gain a decided advantage over the Nor- 
man army. 

When Henry succeeded Stephen on the throne of England, 
his youngest son John was appointed Lord and Governor of 
the Channel Islands. After John had become king, he was 
summoned by Philip Augustus before the Court of the Peers 
of France ; on his refusal to appear, his right to Normandy 
was forfeited, but no data exist as to whether the islands were 
included in this forfeiture ; we do know that the inhabitants 
remained true to John, who, with their financial aid, kept a 
standing army in Guernsey aud Jersey. Owing to the loss of 
Normandy, it became necessary to provide a peculiar adminis- 
tration for these islands, and John accordingly established in 
each a jurisdiction of its own, thinking thus to strengthen the 
devotion of the islanders to his cause ; John may therefore be 
looked upon by the inhabitants as the real founder of their 
present independence. 

The islands were henceforth subject to repeated attacks by 
the French, and Castle Cornet was captured at this time, but 
was recovered during the reign of Henry the Third. In this 
king's treaty with Louis of France, especial care was taken 
by him to reserve these islands, with the province of Gas- 
cony, and he constantly showed, as did also his successors, his 
attachment to these sturdy subjects. Owing to local dis- 
turbances, an important fiscal code was drawn up during the 
reign of Edward the Second, called the Prioepte dC Assize, in 
conformity with the ancient customs, as established by John. 
The French again successfully attacked Guernsey ; the resist- 
ance of the islanders was gallant, but superiority in numbers 
prevailed ; this was in 1339. In 1340 Guernsey was delivered 
from Frendi rule, and was granted its old liberties by Edward. 
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GUERNSEY: ITS PEOPLE AlJD DIALECT. 5 

In 1360 the English monarch ceded to France, by treaty, the 
province of Normandy, but specially reserved to himself the 
possession of the Channel Islands. This treaty was not 
respected, for, within twelve years, took place what is popu- 
larly known in Guernsey as the Descente dea Saragousais; the 
Guemseymen, numbering only eight hundred, retreated to 
Castle Cornet, whence they repulsed every attack of the 
enemy ; this plucky resistance of the natives saved Guernsey, 
and the French commander, despairing of success, evacuated 
the island. 

In the reign of Bichard the Second, a treaty was made 
between the kings of France and Castile to utterly destroy 
the Channel Islands, with the Isle of Wight; but fortunately 
this confederacy had no results, and King Richard confirmed, 
before his death, the charters of Guernsey, which were again 
confirmed by Henry the Sixth, during whose reign, part of 
Jersey was captured by the French, and held until relieved 
by the English forces, with help from the Guernseymen, who, 
as a reward, were granted still greater favors by Edward the 
Fourth. The privilege of neutrality was also conceded to 
Guernsey, and quiet reigned in that island until the French, 
shortly after the accession of Edward the Sixth, made a weak 
and unsuccessful attempt to invade the Channel Islands ; the 
only result was the capture of Sark, which was held by 
the enemy until recovered during the reign of Mary. 

During this reign of Queen Mary, Guernsey was granted 
several new privileges, but, toward its end, experienced the 
horrors of popery, from which it was relieved only by the 
accession of Elizabeth. In 1563 more serious work was 
begun on the harbor of St. Peter Port, and the queen, in 
many ways, showed what importance she attached to the 
completion of this undertaking. Elizabeth also endowed a 
grammar school in Guernsey, from which has grown a mag- 
nificent college, the pride of every true Guernseyman and an 
influential iSeat of learning.^ 
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6 E. S. LEWIS. 

This peace was troubled, in the reign of Charles the First, 
when Jersey adhered to the king, while Guernsey took the 
part of the parliament, although the lieutenant-governor, 
fortified in Castle Comet, remained loyal to Charles and did 
not scruple, time and again, to fire into the city, to the terror 
of the inhabitants and the damage of commerce. The Guem- 
seymen remained stanch in their devotion to parliament, but 
a succession of petty disputes among their leaders, added to 
the loyalty of Castle Cornet to the king, were the source of 
great anxiety to them. Fortunately, Castle Cornet at last 
capitulated, in 1651, but on terms highly favorable to the 
besieged, who fully deserved the consideration of their enemies. 

Upon the restoration of Charles the Second to the throne 
of his ancestors, the inhabitants seemed .to forget their allegi- 
ance to the commonwealth, and acknowledged the hereditary 
title of the Stuarts ; the king, by his favors to the islanders, 
showed no resentment against them for having sided with the 
parliament. 

For the next hundred years very little of importance 
occurred in Guernsey, the only fact worth mentioning being 
the loyalty of the people to the Protestant religion, which 
made them welcome with eagerness the landing of the Prince 
of Orange in England ; the Catholic soldiers were disarmed, 
and the island was secured to the cause of Protestantism. 

When the seven years' war broke out between England 
and France, a strong effort was made by the French to secure 
the Channel Islands, but the timely arrival of reinforcements 
from England prevented any great damage being done. 

From this date to the present time, the histories of Guern- 
sey are filled with new regulations as to taxes, laws for debt, 
etc., but no attack of importance was made by the enemy, nor 
did any decided change take place in the government of the 
island; the people are still stanch in their loyalty to the 
British ^throne, and, in their sympathies, are more English 
than the inhabitants of Jersey ; every honor was shown Queen 
Victoria on her visit to the island, and, should she ever need 
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GUERNSEY: ITS PBOPIiB AND DIAIiECT. 7 

their help^ the GueniBeymen will no doubt prove as fiuthful 
and as brave as did their forefathers, when it became their 
duty to defend their own rights or those of their rightful 
monarchs. 

It has frequently been noticed that on a small island, like 
the one we are now considering, the dialect has been broken 
up into fairly distinct subdialects, even more than would occur 
on an open continent ; we are not surprised, therefore, to find 
that the Guernsey patois of the Upper Parishes, to the South, 
differs from that spoken in the Lower Parishes ; in the latter 
the pronunciation is broader and slower ; this deliberate articu- 
lation, though clearly separating the parishes, is difficult to 
illustrate accurately. There are also a few specific differences, 
as, for example, the pronunciation of labu'or (French labour) 
of the Lower Parishes, but labu'ar elsewhere. So jw* and 
hwrdsf" would be heard along the Northern coast, whereas the 
Upper Parishes would have jwi^a* and burda%''; hurjce and 
the infinitive tufe to the North, but kurjaoe' and tujje almost 
everywhere else. These last examples can be easily explained 
when one remembers that it is in the Lower Parishes that 
visitors dwell mostly and that there the Guernsey people of 
wealth have their summer homes ; this intercourse with the 
outside world, and with persons speaking pure French, has 
caused the folk to imitate French proper more closely, while 
the people to the South have retained their old pronunciation.^ 

Thus are illustrated the inroads that Modem French is 
constantly making on the patois, with the inevitable result of 
finally destroying its last living vestiges. But it must be 
confessed that the French spoken in the courts, and in the 
city generally, although supposed to be correct, is, to say 
the least, very peculiar. 

When a good French word is taken into the patois, it is 
usually introduced bodily, and, with the help of the schools, 
this is being done more and more; not so, however, with 

^ Further differences in the linguistic results of the Upper and the Lower 
Parishes are noted in the course of this dissertation. 
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the English terms, which are generally changed to meet the 
requirements of the speaker. The dialect has thus to con- 
tend against two strong foes, and the fight is so unequal that 
it cannot last much longer. 

A few words, in conclusion, on how the material for this 
dissertation was collected may be of some interest. In the 
middle of May, 1889, I arrived in Guernsey, and, with a 
letter of introduction to Mr. Corbet, went at once to his home, 
where I remained until October. Mr. Corbet is one of the 
principal living poets of Guernsey, and was a good friend of 
the late Mr. M6tivier, who wrote so much in his beloved 
patois. With Mr. Corbet's assistance, I learned to speak the 
Guernsey dialect, while carefully noting his pronunciation; 
when opportunity oflFered, I wandered about the neighbor- 
hood, talking with every countryman I chanced to meet, and 
jotting down especially the phonetic results of these conver- 
sations. All this part of my material was drawn from the 
Upper Parishes. I soon began, however, to make excursions 
into the Lower Parishes. Mr. Corbet and I also worked 
together on the difierent prose and poetical pieces in the dia- 
lect, he carefully giving me the pronunciation and meaning 
of any word or sentence I did not know. 

On my return to America, in the autumn of 1889, I put 
together the material I had gathered and, in 1890, presented 
it as my fellowship-dissertation. In the June of 1891, I 
landed for the second time in Guernsey, where I remained 
until September. I first went to Mr. Corbet's home, which 
I considered as my headquarters and whence I made excur- 
sions all over the island ; I thus met and conversed with all 
sorts of people. Eventually, I went to live with Mr. Guil- 
bert, in the Lower Parishes, where I could hear, every day, 
the patois as spoken in that part of the island. Mr. Guilbert 
is another of Guernsey's poets, and, though very modest, one 
of the most, if not the most, natural and sympathetic. With 
him I did the same kind of work as with Mr. Corbet, even 
going over most of my old material. At St. Peter Port, I 
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consulted the official records carefiilly enough to see that no 
valuable aid on the patois could be obtained from them. 

I next went to Paris, where I ];emained several weeks, 
working, in the National Library, on the Guernsey dialect. 
It was there that I had the pleasure of meeting Professor 
Charles Joret, and my researches in the library were made 
much pleasanter by the interest and sympathy he so kindly 
manifested in my work. 

In this dissertation I have carefully avoided the discussion 
of certain very complicated questions, such as the varied 
development of o, or the origin of nou (for the French on) 
and of fe den; I intend to take up these points separately, 
in the endeavor to find some satisfactory solution. Another 
interesting question that cannot be considered here, is the 
relation of the old Norman texts to the Norman patois 
actually spoken at that time. The object of this thesis is to 
indicate the differences between the Guernsey dialect and 
French proper ; all results that are similar have been either 
omitted entirely or simply mentioned. The whole of the 
Guernsey literature has been examined, so that it may safely 
be said that if any development is not found in this work, it 
either is exactly similar to the development in French proper, 
or is not illustrated by examples from the Guernsey litera- 
ture or even from the spoken language. The morphology 
will be treated later, in a separate publicatioD. 

In the examples, throughout this dissertation, the phonetic 
spelling comes first, in italics, then the usual spelling of the 
Guernsey writers, and, lastly, the Latin word that serves as 
basis to the patois form. Many examples are given that are 
not found in the Guernsey literature, but I have generally 
asked Mr. Corbet how he would spell such words. The 
Latin etyma have nearly all been taken from Korting's 
LcUeinisch-romanisches Worterbuch} 

^1 wish to state here that through unavoidable circumstances the publi- 
cation of this dissertation has been delayed more than a year, during which 
time no alterations have been made in the subject-matter. 
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Professor Elliott suggested this subject to me; through him 
I have been constantly encouraged and helped^ and it is a 
pleasure to thank him here for his valuable aid throughout 
this work, I must also express my thanks to Professor 
Matzke for having carefully read this dissertation and for 
having helped me with his suggestions. It gives me pleasure 
to add an expression of my appreciation of the assistance 
of Mr. Corbet and Mr. Guilbert, without whom I could not 
have gathered all this material^ and of the help of Mr. John 
Linwood Pitts, and also of Mr. Guille and Mr. AUSs, who so 
kindly put at my disposal the valuable contents of the public 
library at St. Peter Port, founded by their munificence. 
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a is pronounced as in pdte, 
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p^re. 
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fini. 
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ii 
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trdne. 
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ii 


ii 


fort. 


w" 
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ii 
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QOU, 
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ii 
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mwr. 


ce'' 


ii 
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heitre. 


ft" 


ii 


ii 
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crin, 


9'' 


ii 


ii 
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prain, 


/" 


ii 
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cAant, 


5" 


ii 
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ii 


fluent. 


\" 


ii 
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Italian fi^rfoo. 


ft'' 


ii 
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campagTie, 


i" 
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bien, 


w'' 


ii 
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ii 


OUlj 


w'' 


ii 


a 
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Imis. 
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SIGNS AND ABBBEVIATIONS. 



Signs. 



> means gives, becomes, 



< 


a 


from, comes from. 


a* 


u 


short a. 


a: 


a 


long a. 


a' 


it 


tonic a. 


a" 


({ 


subtonic a. 


or 


(6 


nasal a. 



Common Abbreviations. 



L. L. 


stands for Low Latin, 


Eom. 


u 


u 


Eomanoe, 


Germ. 


u 


u 


Grermanic, 


O. H. G. 


(( 


u 


Old High German, 


Gr. 


a 


(( 


Greek, 


It. 


li 


it 


Italian, 


masc. 


u 


u 


masculine, 


fem. 


(C 


C( 


feminine. 


sing. 


a 


(( 


singular. 


plur. 


u 


ii 


plural. 


nom. 


u 


u 


nominative, or subject case. 


ace. 


a 


u 


accusative, or direct object case. 


dat. 


u 


u 


dative, or indirect object case. 


obj. 


a 


ti 


objective case. 




Abbreviations of Works. 


Bessi/rty 




cf. No. 14 of Bibliography, 


BL, 




it 


u 49 u u 


C. D. B.J 




a 


a 4Q a a 


Did., 




a 


a gy u « 


Extension^ 




a 


(€ 22 it u 
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£. 


S. USWIB. 




F.F., 


cf.No 


39 of 


Bibliography, 


F.Q., 


U 


i< 


34 " 




u 


Hague, 


u 


a 


20 " 




a 


Manges, 


(( 


u 


13 " 




i( 


Norm. Mvmd., 


« 


a 


8 " 




i( 


P.P., 


i( 


u 


43 " 




a 


P.G., 


(C 


u 


38 '' 




u 


B.Q., 


(( 


a 


33 " 




u 


Saire, 


u 


li 


21 " 




a 


8.M., 


Si 


a 


35 " 




a 


SI. Mat., 


u 


u 


36 " 




u 
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vol. XII (Nogent-le-Eotrou) ; 10 pp., 8^ 

13. — MUanges de phonitique normande par Charles Joret 
(Paris, 1884) ; lvi-64 pp., 8^ 

14. — Essai sur le patois normand du Bessin par Charles 
Joret {Mimoires de la Soo. de lAng. de Paris, III, 1878, pp. 
210-247). 

15. — Essai historique svr la viUe de Bayeux et son arronr- 
dissement par Fr6d6ric Pluquet (Caen, 1829); ii-427-v 
pp., S\ 

^ The works mentioned in this section relate mainly to the dialects of 
Western Normandy, near Guernsey. 
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16. — Ckmtea popukbiresj traditions, proverbes et didons de 
Parrondissement de Bayeux, suivia d^tm vocabvlaire des mots 
rustiques et des noms de lieu ks plus remarquables de ce pays, 
par Fr6dgric Pluquet (Caen, 1825) ; 79 pp., 8^ 

17. — Chansons normands du XV'- si^le, publUes pour la 
1^* fois sur les Manvscrits de Bayeux et de Vtre, avee intro- 
duction et notes, par A. Grastg (Caen, 1866); XLiii-1 46-28 
pp., 8^ 

18. — LiMrature oraJe de la Basse Nomumdie par Jean 
Fleury (Paris, 1883) ; xn-396 pp., 16^ 

19. — Flore populaire de la Normandie par Charles Joret 
(Caen et Paris, 1887). 

20. — Essai sur le patois norma/nd de la Hague par Jean 
Fleury (Paris, 1886); 368 pp., 8^ 

21. — Glossaire du paiois du Vol de Saire, suivi de remar- 
ques grammaticaleSf par Axel Eomdahl (Linkoping, 1881); 
81 pp., 8^ 

22. — Ueber die Volksspraehe des IS, Jahrhunderts in Gal- 
vados tmd Ome mit Hinzuziehwng des heute dort gebrducJdichen 
Patois, Dissertation von Albert Kiippers (Halle, 1889); 54 
pp., 8». 

23. — Esquisses du Bocage normand par Jules Lecoeur 
(Cond^-sur-Noireau, 1883); 408 pp., 8\ 

24. — La Campinade, pohne hiroh^omi-burlesque, suivi de 
La Foire d'Etouvy, pr^M^ dHune notice sur sa vie, par Lalle- 
man, 3' edition (Vire, 1865); 134 pp., 8^ In this work is 
found the Bendez-vous du d^art, in which some of the per- 
sonages speak in the patois of Vire. 

25. — Etude sur la poisie populaire en Normandie, et sp^oiale- 
ment dans PAvranchin, par Eugfene de Beaurepaire (Avranches 
et Paris, 1856) ; 87 pp., S\ 

26. — La Normandie romanesque et merveiUeuse. Traditions, 
ligendes et superstitions popvlaires de oette province, par AmSlie 
Bosquet (Paris et Eouen, 1845) ; xvi-520 pp., 8°. 
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Works on Guernsey.^ 

27. — History of Gruemaey, and biographical sketches, by 
Jonathan Duncan (London, 1841); xvi-656 pp., 8^ 

28. — History of Jersey, by Philip Fable, has some refer- 
ences to Guernsey. 

29. — History of Ghiemsey and other Channel Islands, by 
Tupper. 

30. — Les Ues de la Manche, Jersey et GhAemesey en ISIfi et 
ISIfi^ par X**** (ifeime des deux mondes, nouvelle p6riode, 
vol. IV, 1849, pp. 937-967). 

31. — Guernsey, its present state and future prospects, by 

{Dublin University Magazine, XXVIII, 1846, pp. 

624-634, 704-716). 

32. — Guernsey and Sark, by George E. Waring, Jr. (jScrib- 
ner^s Magazine, X, 1875, pp. 574-591). 

Guernsey Patois. 

33. — Bimes gueraedaises par rni cdtelain — Georges Mftivier 
(Guernsey, 1831); iv-116 pp., 12^ Another edition, with 
small illustrations, has been published (1883). 

34. — Fantaisies guemesiaises par Georges Metivier (Guern- 
sey, 1866) ; 12\ 

Zb.—The Sermon on the Momd and the parable of the Sower, 
translojted in the Franco-Norman dialed of Guernsey, by Georges 
Metivier, edited by John Lin wood Pitts (Guernsey) ; xi-41 
pp., 16^ 

36. — Le saint ^angile sdon St. Matthieu, traduit en Nor- 
mand de Gfuemesey (London, 1863). 

37. — Dictionnaire Franco-Normand, ou recueil des mots 
particuliers au dialecte de Guemesey, faisant voir leurs rda- 
tions romanes, ceUiques et tvdesques, par Georges Metivier 
(London and Edinburgh, 1870); vm-499 pp., S\ 

^ In this section no mention is made of the works that deal with the 
archaeology or with the laws of Guernsey. 
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38. — Poesies gueraesiaises et frangaiseSy avec glossaire, par 
Georges M6tivier (Gueraesey, 1883); xni-324-xiiVn, pp., 8**. 

39. — Les Feuilles de la ForUy ou recueii de poesie origmalej 
en angktisy frangais et guemesiaiSf par Denys Corbet (Gueme- 
sey, 1871); 224 pp., 12\ 

40. — Les ChdMs du drain RirrmiXy ou pieces de poesie origi- 
node en guem^siais et efti frangaisy par Denys Corbet (Guerne- 
sey, 1884) ; 256 pp., 12^ 

41. — Lejour de Pan, pieces de poesie originaley enfrangais et 
enguemesiais, par Denys Corbet (Guernesey) ; appeared for the 
years 1874, 1875, 1876 and 1877; about 32 pp., 12**, each. 

42. — Le Chant des Fontaines, par Thomas Lenfestey (Guerne- 
sey, 1875); xv-64 pp., 12^ 

43. — The patois poems of the Channel Islands, the Norman- 
French text, edited with parallel English translation, historical 
introduction, and notes, by John Linwood Pitts (Guernesey, 
1883) ; 2 vols., vra-62 and xvi-79 pp., S\ 

44. — La nouveUe annie, with pieoes in the patois of Guern- 
sey and Jersey; a yearly calendar (Jersey, 1867-1875). 

46. — A Christmas box of Channel Gems, being a Christmas 
Anmial for the Channel Islands, edited by " Honey Bee ^^ 
(Guernsey, 1882); 51 pp., 8^ 

46. — Channel Gems, edited by A. N. Le Cheminant (Guern- 
sey, 1883); only one number appeared (March 1st); 40 pp., 
8"^. The last two publications contain a few pieces in the 
Guernsey dialect. 

47. — Folk-lore of Ghiemsey and Sarh, by Louisa Lane- 
Clarke, 2nd edition (Guernsey, 1890); vn-152 pp., 12^ 
This work contains a few Guernsey poems. 

48. — La Gazette OffvcieUe de Guernesey, a weekly news- 
paper, has published some dialect poems, all of which, how- 
ever, can be found in the works already mentioned. 

49. — Le BaiUage, a weekly newspaper, for which Mr. 
Corbet has frequently written articles, in the Guernsey patois, 
since 1887. 
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Chapter I. 
TONIC VOWELS. 

a 

I. — a' in open syllable. 

§ 1. — a'+ oral cons. + voc., 
a'+ mute + liquid. 

(1) In such a position, a'> a'f , with a distinct final i-sound, 
very short and with a tendency toward wideness. Examples : 
ar/(aile): al am, amaf r(amaire): AMARAM,a«ai*(as8aiz): AD 
+ SATIS, bXav (bllai) : ♦BLATUM,/arv (faive) : FABAUyJumai' 
(fumMe) : fumata, kai' (quai) : qualem, kjavr (cUair) : cla- 
RUM, k\ar (cUai) : clavem, kotai' (cotai) : costatum, mai'r 
(mai'r) : mare, nai' (naiz) : nasum, pe^sad' (pensMe) : pbn- 
SATAM, prar (pnu) : pratum, ruzad' (rousMe) : *arrosare, 
sari (sail) : sal, tar (tai) : talem, larvr (laivre) : labrum, 
marr (maire) : matrem, parr (paire) : patrem. 

(2) In the modern Norman patois the results vary, being 
e, a'i' or o,^ the diphthong a'i* (written ai by Fleury) being 
the development for the dialect of the Hague. Joret^s first 
opinion,^ agreeing with Liicking's,^ was that a'r represented 
the first stage between Latin a and French e; but as d (ey) is 
found in the old Norman mss.,* it is most likely that aH' is 
a later Norman development of the previous ei (ey)J^ Atten- 
tion might be called to the fact that it was an Old Norman 

, characteristic to write ai (from Latin £).® We thus see that 
the Guernsey aH' represents a phenomenon already found in 
Old Norman, and still heard in the Hague and in the North 
of the Cotentin.'' 

^ Joret, MUangUy P* 12; Fleury, Hague, pp. 31, 32; Joret, Beann^ p. 220. 
» MHanges, p. 12. ' Aelt, frz. Mund^ p. 101. 

^Eggert, Norm. Mund., p. 374. 

^ Cf. Meyer-Liibke, Gram. Bom., I, p. 214, § 226, and Joret, MUangu, p. 16. 
•Suchier, Reimpredigty p. xviii, 17. 'Joret, MilangeSf p. 12. 

2 
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(3) A few exceptions are to be noted, parr (p&re) : pabem, 
without any following i-sound. Ig9r (quer, ca6r): QUABE^ 
which, in Guernsey, is pronounced with an open e, and not 
closed, as Eggert^ would have it. patbem and matbem, 
when applied to human beings, have the same results in Guern- 
sey as in French proper, but when referring to animals, they 
give jxzrr and watT, as noted above. Owing to the following 
labial consonant, ♦gravat > grce/v (greuve). 

§ 2. — a'+ nasal + voc. 

(1) The result is the same as when a' is followed by an 
oral consonant : a' > a'r. Examples : arm (aime) : A mat, 
fsf^tavn (fontwne) : fontanam, gravn (graine) : granum, 
Icaptavn (cap^taine): *capitanxtm, kastarn (castwne): CAS- 
TAETEAM, rai'u (raine) : kanam, smai'n (s^maine) : septtma- 
iSAUyfaHarn (chentaine) : centum, and the adjectives having, 
in the feminine, the same termination as aai'n (siune) : sanam, 
swvrarn (souvr^ne) : superanam, etc. 

(2) In French, ai in this position began to be pronounced 
9 already in 1550.^ The only part of Normandy that has a 
diphthong corresponding to this one, is the Hague, where, 
however, the a is nasalized (%);* in the Val de Saire,* a 
remains, in this position, but becomes e in the Bessin.* 

§ 3. — a' + final nasal. 

(1) In the treatment of a' in this position, the Parishes 
differ slightly : the Upper Parishes show the result aV, or 
(with the a changed to » under the influence of 9*) »'»*; in 
the Lower Parishes, the development of a'+ final nasal has 
been pushed further, since the product is a**, without any trace 

^ Eggert, Norm, Mund,, pp. 373-4; this development is similar to that of 
{k+)ainU)je, § 4. 
•Sachier, Francis et Provengal, p. 64. 

* Fleury, Hague, p. 33. * Romdahl, Saire, p. 1 1 . 

* Joret, Bugin, p. 220, !<>, jS. 
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of diphthoDgization. Sometimes also both vowels of the diph- 
thong are nasalized^ so that a"V (or »"'»*) is heard. Examples : 
dmod* (domain): DE + MANE,/ad* (faim): famem, moa* (main): 
MANUM,jja9'* (pain): panem, ri^'o^* (villian): *villanitm. 

(2) In French proper, the pronunciation »* became general 
only by the end of the 16th century/ showing that the develop- 
ment in the Lower Parishes is more recent than that in the 
Upper Parishes.^ i* is heard in the Bessin,* but the result that 
corresponds the most closely to ours is the Uyn of the Hague.^ 

§ 4. — k{g or mouillS cons.) + a'. 

(1) The change is twofold : the first is into je or, when an 
r follows, into ja (sometimes a) ; the second is into i. 

(2) As illustrations of the first result, we shall take the 
infinitives in -are, when preceded by a 4 {g). Here we meet 
with the ending je, the usual pronunciation of uneducated 
Guernseymen. Examples : bavzje (baisier), epufje (6puchier), 
drbdrjje (herbergier), /^e (fiquier), /)rjy6 (forgier), kcUwaiije 
(catouailler), ku'afje (couachier), larye (laissier), maJ^'e (man- 
gier), mnijje (m'nichier), akje (s'quier), fevofje (chevauchier), 
tarjje (targier), tujje (touchier), jfi>jje (jugier).* Some few 
persons, probably influenced by the written language, pro- 
nounce -jdVy instead of -je, and indeed the pronunciation -e, 
without anyj*H30und, is beginning to be heard in the Lower 
Parishes. Beside these infinitives, we find d^rjje (derchi6): 
CAPUT and jO'ar (chier) : carum.® 

(3) These infinitives have been treated according to the 
Bartsch-Mussafia law, with a pronunciation -j^ at the start, 

^Suchier, Fron^., pp. 43 and 64. 

'For a series a"i>o'*i, etc, cf. Schwann Oram, (2nd ed.), § 304, Schwan's 
a oorresponding to » as used in this dissertation. 

• Joret, Bemn, p. 220, !<>, iS. *Fleury, Hague, p. 33. 

* The same result je is noted in hu*^e (confer) : O. H. G. kupphja and 
in pKj^ (pU^he) : flateam. 

'e is found in eger (^udre): Frankish ^aron and in 9tfd (^tchelle): 

SCAIiAH. 
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but -je lat»;^ in French, ie of the infinitive was reduced to e 
at the end of the 14th century, becoming e in other forms 
only in the 1 5th century.* In Anglo-Norman, is was reduced 
to e between 1174 and 1183.* Neither in Guernsey, nor in 
the Hague,* where even the step id is heard, is this je reduced 
to 6; ie is also found in the Bessin.^ 

(4) We must now consider the second result, which is i. 
This i comes through the stage id* (or Jei), illustrated by such 
words as aidiei, ohid that are found in the patois of the Hague.^ 
An r is added to je through the tendency, noticed among the 
common people, to drawl out or prolong the vowels, and it is 
in the prolongation of ^e that a slight i-sound is developed 
immediately after it, and jd' would then be reduced to iJ 
The examples found are, avzi (alsi) : *AD + atiare, brafi: 
(brasshie) : bra.cx3HIUM, ira^'fli: (iragnie) : *akaneatam, to*- 
j}9"^i; (compengnie) : *companiatam, /cq/?; (cauchie) : calcia- 
TAU,7narfi{mBT8hi): MERCATUM,2>ayi;(pinchie): /^ Tic, pu'afli: 
(pouagnie) : pugnum,® and all the past participles of verbs 
with the termination -je in the infinitive — bai'zi (baisi), epufi 
(^puchi), etc.^ The f, following a mouill6 consonant, need not 
necessarily be developed through the stage jd% as explained 
above, but -je could become directly i under the influence of 
the preceding mouill^ consonant, which, being palatal, always 
has a strong i-, or raising, influence : je > i*e'> i'e'> i. This 
same explanation can also be applied to the development of 
{k or g +)a into i. Since the gutturals, and especially their 
developed sounds / and j, require a position of the tongue 

* Suchier, Frang., p. 30. • Id.^ p. 61. 

^ Suchier, Rdvmp.^ p. xvi, 1 ; Grorlich, Mak,, p. XLin ; Sachier, St Avhan^ 
p. 2, and Busch, Ang.'Norm,, p. 66. sole and pane (J 9) may represent the 
Anglo-Norman reduction of te to e, while the French retains the diphthong 
{sotUierf panier), 

* Fleury, Hague^ pp. 32, 33. * Joret, Beasin^ p. 220, !<>, y. 
« Fleury, Hague, pp. 32, 33. 

^ A result similar to the one mentioned by Schwan in his Oram,, 2 86. 
^ A like reduction is seen in ameti (am^ti) : ^amicitatem and piU (piti) 
PIETATEM. • V. J 4, 2. 
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somewhat related to that of i, they would streDgthen the action 
of this vowel on the following e in the combination tV (prje\ 
and the final result would inevitably be the fall or^ rather^ 
absorption of e. 

(5) This reduced stage i cannot interchange, in Guernsey, 
with je, as Eggert seems to imply : ^ the forms that have je^ 
never have % and those with i, never have je. The product i, 
and also ie, from Latin -atem, -atam, is found in the Anglo- 
Norman of the 14th century, and even when no palatal pre- 
cedes.^ In the modern dialects, this result is heard in the 
Bessin,* whereas the Hague has iei only.* 

§ 5. — a'+ secondary j. 

(1) When a' is followed by a secondary j the two sounds 
combine to form the diphthong a'i*.* Examples : avg (lufeue) : 
*ADJTJTABE,5rarn(g£ane): vaginam, Aai'n (haine) : Frankish 
HATJAN, kai' (quait) : cadet,* mav (mais) : MAGis, par (pMs) : 
PAGENSEM, aai' (salt) : SAPIT, vai' (vius) : VADEO. 

(2) In French proper, ai had given ai before the 12th cen- 
tury, becoming, later, dJ 

§ 6. — k {g or j) + a'+ final nasal. 

In this position, a' is simply nasalized, with no other 
change of quality. Examples : dm'a*^ (doyen) : decanum, , 
moi'a'' (moyen) : medianum, para"" (paien) : paganum, (/a" 
(tchen) : canem. When compared with the change of a'+ 

^ Norm. Mund,, pp. 376-6. * Joret, BemUy p. 220, l^, y, 

* Bosch, Ang.'Norm., p. 66. * Fleury, Hague, pp. 32, 33. 

' This same diphthong is the result of a^-|- mooill^ oons., as in baiai'K 
(hataiUe): batai^iam, etc. The form /at/ (faisshe): faciam should he 
noted, and also pljai'fl (pllaignent) : plakoitnt, with krai'fl (craignent) : 

TREMUNT. 

'cadet gives also the form ki'e or kje (quiet). 
'Suchier, l^Vcwif., p. 43. 
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final nasal into 09* (279* or 9*")/ this development into (£" may 
be considered exceptional ; /and/ (or r), requiring a forward 
position of the tongue, as does also 9% may thus prevent the 
change into 09*, i. e., 9* would be dropped in order to avoid 
the effect of two forward sounds so near each other, A dif- 
ferent explanation of this result is given further on.^ 



II. — a' in dosed syllable. 
§ 7. — a'+ oral cons. + cons. 

In this position, a' remains without change. Examples : 
gra (grfts) : CRASSUM, Jcu'ara.^ (couarage) : coragium,^ (pds) : 
PASSUM, vak (vaque) : vaccam, vol (val) : vallum, etc. 

§ 8. — k + a'+ oral cons. + cons. 

This combination forms no exception to the rule just given ; 
a' remains. Examples : ka (ca^) : cattum, kart (carte) : char- 
tan, /arm (charme) : carmen, etc. 



§ 9. avium, -ariam. 

As a r6sum6 of the discussion on these endings is given by 
Suchier,* there is no need of dwelling upon it here. The result, 
in our patois, is -i'e'(r) and -e. The examples are dt/^re 
(dingier): *dominiarium, m9ni*er (menniSre) : manuariam, 
prvmre (prumier) : primarium, rivi'er (rivifere) : *ripariam, 
and, for the product e, pane (pannS) : panarium, sole (sol6) : 
solarium. For the reduction of re' to e, in the last exam- 
ples, there seems to be no perfectly satisfactory explanation.^ 

» V. § 3. • V. § 37, 2. » V. Fran^., p. 27. 

* Cf. this phenomenon with the change of intervocalic \ into Z, § 153, 1, 
and of intervocalic fl into n, § 166. The redaction of the diphthong ie is 
an Anglo-Norman characteristic, cf. i 4, p. 20, note 3. 
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§ 10. — a'+ cons. +j. 

Three peculiar products must be mentioned here : Jra.'Z 
(fr^): *PRASEAM, pljef (pU^he): plateam and mnif 
(m^niche): *minaciam. fra:z (frase) may have developed 
from an etymon having a' + cons. + cons., the second con- 
sonant not being an j, or the diphthong a^i' may have 
existed in this word formerly^ the r being absorbed later 
by the forward consonant z} 

§ 11.— a'+i + cons. 

This combination is noted in two words : fo (lait) : LACTEM 
and brm (lerme) : lacbimam ; the former is the same as in 
French proper, the latter comes from an older form lairme.^ 

§ 1 2. — a'+ nasal + cons. 

The result is »". Examples: v'^jge (fimpUe): amplum, 
at7»y (avJtnche) : ab +*antiam, 6ro**i (brtlnque): bbancam, 
efo" (Sf fint) : infantbm, grr/" (gr&nd) : gbandem, hv^'k (hto- 
que) : ANCAM, hf (qu&nt) : quantum, to** (tJtnt) : tantum. 

§ 13. — i + a' + nasal + cons. 

A new division need scarcely be made for this combination, 
since the result is the same as when a k does not precede the 
a'. Examples : A»~ (c&mp) : campum, ft/" (ch&nt) : cantum, 
/©"6r (ch^mbre) : camebam, foH (chlinte) : cantat. 

^Qtfrdue^ brdise in Fleury, Hague, p. 16. 

*V. Meyer-Liibke, Oram, Bom,, I, p. 235, § 257; cf. also Suchier, 
Frain^,j p. 43, and Paris, Alexis, pp. 38 and 73. The k may have had 
some influence on the preceding a^ in m^rk (merque): Germ, mabk; it 
is well, however, in this connection, to remember the frequent inter- 
change of a and 9 before r. 
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I, — ef m open syllable. 

§ 14. — e'+ oral cons. + voc., 
e'-j- mute + liquid. 

(1) One of the results of e', in this position^ is e, or, under 
the influence of a following lorr,9;^ there is absolutely no 
trace of an i-sound after this e. Examples: ber (beire): 
BIBEBE, bur^e (bourgeais) : BUBGE17SEM, d898per (d^sesper) : * 
8PEBABB, 9fre (effr^) : *epfbidare, dd (^teile): 8TBLAM,/6 

*(ft) : FiDEM, hrer (craire) : cbedebe, me {m6, mei) : me, me 
(meis) : mensem, pare (paret) : *paretem, parfe (parfeis) : 
VICEM, pe (peis) : *pisum, pevr (peivre) : pipbb, ee (seit) i 
seat, se (set) : srriM, ae: (seie) : setam, id (telle) : telam, (re 
(treis) : tbes, ve: (veie) : viam, vd (veile) : velam. For the 
influence of I and r, we have av9r (aver): habebe, dv9r 
(dVer) : debebe, jj9'blje (fiSblle) : flebilem, btr (lettre) : 
UTTEBAM, m3tr (mettre) : mittebe, n^r (ner) : kigbum, p9l 
(pel) : PiLUM, p9r (pSre) : pibum, «at»r (saver) : *8APEBE, 
9dr (ser) : sebum, vdr (ver) : videbe, V9r (vSre) : vebum. 

(2) Whenever the final r is dropped in the pronunciation 
of 9»r (ser), the e becomes closed, as in the expression aseae 
(2l c6 s6), equivalent to the French "c6 aoirJ^ Attention 
should be called to the accented stems ^ in the present indi- 
cative of the four verbs from cbedebe, bibebe, debebe, 
VIDEBE. The first and last verbs are perfectly regular, and 
have e in all of these four persons : hre (creis), hre (creis), hre 
(creit), hre: (creient); ve (veis), ve (veis), ve (veit), ve: (veient); 
not so, however, with the other two, which have 9 in the first 

* e + Z (or r) + voc does not always become 9 : it may remain e ; e, how- 
ever, gives 9 only when followed by I or r. 

*de898per (d^sesper) and ms^sper (m'sesper) are also heard. Although of 
no consequence, it might be observed that some Guernsey writers spell all 
the examples given above with at, instead of eL 

^ These include the three persons of the singular, and the third person 
plural. 
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and second persons singular and lengthen it^ but make no 
change in the quantity of the third person plural : b9: (beis), 
b9: (beis), be (beit), bev (beivent) ; cb: (deis), cb: (dels), de (deit), 
dev (deivent). May not the length of the first two persons be 
owing to the influence of the following s (originally in the 
second person only), which has since dropped ? 

(3) At the banning of this paragraph, it was stated that 
no i-sound was heard after the e in an open syllable, and it is 
to be noticed that this statement holds true even when e' 
is followed by a A; in Latin, as in d^plje (empll^) : impiioabe, 
fe (feis) : vicem, Eggert,^ misled by the orthography, says 
that Latin e(I) gives ei in Guernsey, in such words as seie 
(«etam), feis (:pidem), mei (:me), veie (:viam) ; the fact is 
that no i-sound is heard after e in these words. The spelling 
with i is no doubt due, at least with the Guernsey writers,* to 
the fact thaf these words, in French proper, are spelt with an 
i : ^toUef moia^ etc. 

(4) This e is also met with as coming from Latin £ + oral 
cons, in closed syllable,' and from I; + i in closed syllable.^ 
In French proper, Latin ij first gave ei,* which became oi in 
the 13th century, and oa in Palsgrave's time (1530).* The 
Norman retained the diphthong ei^ which was reduced to e 
already in Old Anglo-Norman texts,* a reduction found in the 
Franco-Norman patois since the 16th century,* usually with 
a closed e ; in the Hague, the diphthong a'e is also heard.^® 

^ Of. Eggert, Norm. Mund., p. 378 : ^* In den Patois des Westens hat sich 
ei zum Theil noch erhalten ; " he then cites the examples given ahove, and 
indicates them as coming from Guernsey. 

'These writers especially are mentioned, since they have no orthographi- 
cal traditions to follow, a statement that probably would not be true of 
authors on the continent 

3 V. ? 20. * V. ? 21. » Suchier, Fran^., pp. 29 and 60. 

•/(fern, p. 53. ^ Idem,, pp. 50 and 82, 83. 

^Suchier, Reimp., p. xvii, 4 ; also Suchier, St Avban, p. 3. 

•Eggert, -Nbrin. Mund., p. 378; Joret, Ext., pp. 109, 110; Joret, Bemn, 
p. 222, 10; Fleury, HagxjLe, p. 34. 

^°Cf. this diphthong aV with o^t* in Guernsey from e^-f- nasal (? 17, 1) 
and</^-|-A?(|81). 
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In Goemsej^ only the closed pronuDciation is heard^ which 
would separate this island from the Hague, but would bring 
it nearer to the Bessin, 

(5) Another development of e' in open syllable is wV, as 
observed in the following examples: 6j>**«wer (bonsouair): 
SEBUM, dwrer (dVouair): debebe, 9fipwer (espouair): spe- 
BABE, ju'e (fou6) : FiDEM, hivu'et (couvouaite) : *cupn)iTA, 
lu'e (louai) : lege m, manwer (manouair) : manebe, patwe 
(patouais) : Vi*AT, peru'e: (perou6e) : pbaedem, puvu'er (pou- 
vouair): *potebe, ru'e (rouai): begem, rvu'er (r'vouair): 
VTDEBE, 8<wu'er (savouair) : *8APEBE, su'e (souet) : seat, 
au'e: (souaie) : setam, surl^ru'e (surk<Brouet) : gbesoebe, vu'e 
(vouai) : vtdes. We also have the two products re' and ce 
exemplified in a few words: asi'e (assi^^): sedebe, muvi'e 
(mouvier) : MOVEBE, puvi'e (pouvier) : *potebe, vidve (vou- 
lier) : * volebe ; and alsoposz (peuse) : pensat, aavosr (saveur) : 
*SAPEBB.^ This variety of result (e, 9, w^', i'e' and ce) is 
heard all over the island, and no single development is charac- 
teristic of any one Parish. As may be observed from the exam- 
ples, e and 9 are the most, and ce is the least, common of these 
products. A few words represent more than one development 
and, for the sake of ready reference, are tabulated as follows : 

l"e' oe 



e, a 


u'e' 


fe 


fu'e 


se 


8U'e 


86: 


m'e: 


ve 


vu'e 


dv9r 


dvu.er 


8(W9r 


savu'er 


V9r 


rvu'er 




puvu'er 



savcsr 



pwvve 



The forms in the first column (under 6, 9) are, by far, the most 
used, excepting the last four, which differ in development 

^ PBRdFUirr > apcerf (apeurchent), showing a like product 
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aooording to the meaning : dvdr^ 9av9ry V9r being nsed as r^u- 
lar infinitives^ and dvu'er^ aavu^er, rvwer, puvu'er as 8abstan<^ 
tives ; for example^ iu vaa V t?er, i^ faut saver chunna, but ch^ed 
ten (Pvouair, au r^vouair. 

(6) we' represents the stage just before the Modem French 
wa} ce is common in the Eastern dialects of France' and is 
observed in «eu (< sitim), a word Meyer-Lubke considers 
curious,* because found in a Norman dialect. 

§ 15. — e'+ final vowel. 

As differing from the general rule given in the last para- 
graph, attention should be called to four verbs which have i: 
in the third person singular of the present indicative : a*w 
(envie): vtare, 9fri: (effrie): *eppridare, mti: (nettie): 
NmDUM, ra'^vi: (renvie) : viare.* 

§ 16. — A + e'4- oral co>^s. + voc. 

e' here becomes i. Examples : marsi (merci) : mebcedem, 
jfjezi (pUalsi) : placeke, /ir (chire) : cebam. The result i 
presupposes an earlier stage ieiijei), as it does in French 



proper.* 



§ 17. — e'+ nasal + voc. 



(1) 6'> a'i*, a result similar to that of a' in this position.* 
Examples: afarw (halaine) : ANHELARE,atHzi'n(avaine): ave- 
NAM, dmai'w (d'maine) : dominium, ^ai'm (craime) : *crema, 
pai'n (piune) : poenam, varn (vaine) : venam, v^rvarn (ver- 
vaine) : yebbenam. This development may be influenced by 
that of a' (+ nasal + voc.) into aH', but it may also represent 
the Norman characteristic of changing d into af,^ by which pro- 

* Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Rom,^ I, p. 96, § 72. 

* Idem, p. 100 ff. » Cf. Schwan, Oram., § 85. 
'Idem, p. 99, § 74. •V.§2,1. 

* Notice pwki (pourqui) : quid. ' V. J 1, 2. 
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0606 could also be explained the forms larzir (liusir) : uoebe/ 
jxir^o^dMossoD): Pisc£M'andmat*n^t(maiDti): mbdietatem.* 
(2) mwn (meune) : minat and its compounds anujen (ameune), 
dmcen (d'meune), pwrmom (pourmeune) form exceptions to the 
rule, the labial m having rounded the following e. 

§ 18,— 6^+ final nasal. 

(1) e'> a'a**, for which the pronunciation in the different 
Parishes of Guernsey varies in the same way as for a'9** < 
a'+ final nasal.^ Examples : fra^'^ (firain) : prenum, p^'oa* 
(pllain) : plenum, etc. 

(2) HDOTS gives three results : maaf^ (maens), 'nvura'' (mouens)^ 
maraai^ (mouaens); according to Schwan,* this development 
comes from the Eastern dialects. 

§ 19._ Jfe + e'+ final nasal. 

The product is 9". Examples : pwafd'' (pouasshin) : pul- 
LICENUM, reaa* (raisin) : racentjm. 



II. — e' in closed 

§ 20. — e'+ oral cons. + cons. 

We have here two results, one where e remains, the other 
where it becomes 9. Eggert* states that in the Norman dia- 
lects Latin e(I) in closed syllable usually gives e, sometimes 
ei, but he does not mention whether this e is closed or open, 
or both. Examples: for 6, 9vek (6v^ue): epi8CX)ptjm, mem 
(mime): metipsimum, mereX (mereille) : mibabieja, n€.- (n6e) : 
NIVIOARE. For 9, oTs^n (cnsigue) : insignat, hi^sd (consel) : 
CONSILIUM, V9rg (vergues) : vtrgas. a, as heard in the second 
list of examples just given, is doubtless a later development of e.^ 



IV. 181. 'V.2 89. 


* Oram., J 86, Anm. 


«V.?85. -'V.IS,!. 


«JVarm.J»fund,p.380. 


'Cf. Suchier, JPVanp., p. 60, ? 19. 
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§ 21.— c'+i + cons. 

"We have here the single result e. Examples : a!*dre (en- 
drait) : in + dikectum, de (daigt) : digitum, detr (deltre) : 
DEXTBAM^ dre (dret) : directum, 98plje (espllait) : explici- 
TUM, 9rte (ortet) : articulum. rarn (raine) : beginam is an 
exception, and may have been formed by analogy to such 
words as cUavn (haliune) : anhelabe, pai'n (pame) : poe- 
NAM, etc., where e is in open syllable.^ 

§ 22.— e'+lj. 

Two examples of verbs in the third person singular have 
been found, showing the result i: eviX (6ville): *EXViGtLiAT, 
&>*«iX (consille) : *CX)NSIIJAT. The pronunciation of X has 
no doubt drawn the tongue further forward and higher in the 
mouth, with the effect of changing the raid-vowel e into the 
high-vowel i. 

§ 23. — e'+ nasal + cons. 

e'> a**, a result that separates it from a'+ nasal in closed 
syllable, which becomes t>\^ Examples : a" (en) : inde, aHr 
(entre) : intrat, /a'^dr (fendre) : findere, pra'^dr (prendre) : 
PREHENDERE, sv/oo!* (souvcnt) : 8UBINDE, and, finally, all 
adverbs ending in -ma^ (-ment) : mente, which are generally 
treated, in Eomance languages, as if from Latin £. 

e. 

I. — a' in open syllable. 

§ 24. — 9'+ oral cons. + voc., 
a'+ mute + liquid. 

(1) The result is generally ia', a form that is older than 
the Modern French ie. Examples : fi^r (fier) : ferum, &r 
(hier): herb, mial (miel): MEL;*^^aw (fi^vre): febbem, Saw 

1 V. i 17, 1. « V. § 12. » Cf. also 6ir(bire) : M. H. G. bier. 
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(lidvre) : lepobem^ piar (pierre) : petbam. A closed e is 
heard mfid (fieil) : fel^ del (cieil) : oaelum. 

(2) These same products {h' and ief) are also found under 
other headings.^ In Modem French the pronunciation varies 
according to position.' In the Hague patois this e is open,^ 
but it is closed in that of the Bessin.^ Guernsey shows the 
same rule as French proper^ excepting \njid (fieil)^ ml (cieil), 
in sie^ (si^)'^ and in the result from the -abiah termination 
(> -ielr)^ where, according to the French rule, the e should 
be open, preceding as it does a pronounced consonant. We 
find no traces, in Guernsey, of the Anglo-Norman reduction 
of ie to e, and sometimes to ij excepting perhaps in the word 
jw (pid): PEDEM, and in amUjorayo'' (amiliorAtion), etc.,® 
where 9 is subtonic. In pi (pid), however, the diphthong fo' 
may have been reduced to i because of the frequent atonic 
position of this word. 

(3) In a few forms, 9 > o? under the influence of a labial, 
either following or preceding: hi'cer (queure): quaebebe, 
Uxio (leuve): levat and its compounds doev (eleuve), rloev 
(r'leuve). 

§ 25.— 9'+h (or g) + voc. 

(1) The development of 9' into i, in this position, is similar 
to that of 9' (+ A + voc.) in French proper. Examples : dU 
(dix) : DECEM, pri: (prie) : pbecat, etc. There are however 
exceptions, in which 9' (+ g) > &', as if no ^ followed : aJ^pbr 
(empiSre): impejobat, Ibr (li^re): legebe, p&r (pifere): 
♦pEJOBEM, and for which a reasonable explanation would be 
that they were influenced by such words as «&r (sifere) : 

SEQUEBE.* 

^ y . § 30, 1, and also the terminations -abium, -abiam, J 9. 

' Sudiier, Fran^^ p. 55. ' Fleury, Hague, p. 35. 

* Joret, Bemn, p. 222, 2o. » V. | 30, 1, 7. « V. J 9. 

^Sachier, Beimp,, p. xvi, 1; Gorlich, Mak., p. xliii, and Bosch, ^91^.- 
Norm., pp. 33, 34. V., however, § 4, p. 20, note 3. 

^ y . J 89 ; compare these forms with words such as primeTf AHiondre found 
in Anglo-Norman texts (Gorlich, JtfoA;., p. xly). 

»y. I 32. 
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(2) We have just seen that »'+ i > i or &'; we shall also 
find the product ie'} In Old and Modem French, a' in these 
cases develops into ie, which, with a following i, is reduced to 
%} In the modern Norman patois, the result varies. Eggert* 
gives the following table for the Manche, which can be com- 
pared with the results in Guernsey : 

<Vei — ie (North Manche), 
%e!i '^:;— -e'i — 9 ( Avranchin), 
ie' (South Cotentin). 

Joret ^ shows that the modern Norman dialects can be divided 
into two sections : those of the East, which agree with Modem 
French in having i, and those of the West, where U (or %S) is 
usually the result. We can thus see that our development 
is similar to that in the whole of the Manche, but especially 
to that in the Hague ; our patois is, however, separated from 
the latter in the development of vfor (vier) : veculum and 
IvdT (lifere).* Our result mu (mAx) : melius is, however, very 
similar to mia)^ of the Hague.^ 

§ 26.— a'+ final nasal. 

9' changes intoya^ Examples: fe/a**^ (bien): bene, m/a* 
(mien) : meum,® rjcS' (rien) : rem, </a* (tien) : *teum,* ijct^ 
(tient) : tenet, v/a** (vient) : ventt* a' is drawn back to a 
because of the nasalization, but it is not certain whether this 
is what Romdahl* means by the " gutturalization " of the 

* Cf. \\ 30 and 31. * Suchier, jFVonj?., p. 30. 
3 JVbm. Mwnd.y pp. 371, 372. 

^MUanges, pp. xxiv, xxv and 56-57 ; cf. also Meyer-Lubke, Oram. Bam., 
I, p. 161, i 169. 
^vdl^ and lil&re in the Hague ; v. Fleury, Hague^ p. 36. 

* Fleury, Hague, p. 36. 

'I have occasionally heard the pronunciation hj^ or hv9\ 

^The feminine of mja^ and ^'a** is mjam (mienne) and ija:n (tienne) 

«V.5'oire,pp. 10 ff. 
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vowels. He writes that gutiuralization and nasalization ^ are 
characteristics of the fowels of the Yal de Saire; the question 
is whether he would say that »' (+ nasal) in Guernsey was 
" gutturalized/' a phenomenon that would point to some lin- 
guistic relation between these two places. 

II. — 9' in dosed syllable, 
§ 27. — a'+ oral cons. + cons. 

(1) Just as we noted two results for e' in this position/ so 
we find that d' becomes sometimes e, sometimes 9} Examples : 
for e, pel (pel) : pellem, let (t^te) : tbstam, sitem (citerne) : 
CISTERNAM; for 9, hdl (bel):* bellum, nuvdl (nouvelle):' 
NOVELLAM, pdvdr (perdre) : perdere. 

(2) dvidr (d'viers) : versus forms an exception, its a' hav- 
ing developed as if it were in open syllable. The preceding 
labial consonant may have influenced the 9 in apod (appeule) : 
APPELLAT and raped (rappeule), causing it to become ce? 

§ 28. ellum. 

(1) This termination becomes e. Examples : afle (anie) : 

ANELLUM,/um6 (foum^) : FTJRNUM, huie (c0Ut6) : CULTELLUM, 

inaHe (mante) : mantellum, marie (mart^) : martellum, 
morse (mors4) : *morsellum, purfe (pourch^) : porcellum, 
muve (r'nouv^): renovellum, ruse (rus6): V^^-i «^^« 
(cerv6) : cerebellum, Jape (chap6) : capellum, tware (tou- 
arfi): taurum, twrve (tounn^): O. H. G. TUNNA. In the 
plural, these words change e to jOy and we thus have/wm/o, 
hUjOy m^HjOy etc.* The probable explanation of these results 

1 Cf. Joret, Milangesy p. xvi. ' * V. ? 20. 

'Would it be better to state that y remains 9? Or does 9^ first become e, 
which afterwards retams to the open pronunciation 9? 

^ Heard in the expression ifib9l (V fait bel), for the French "UfcUt btau" 

*Cf. J 119 and NOTE. 

^The plural aflo is only an apparent exception, since it represents afijo, 
in which the j has been absorbed by the preceding n. 
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is that, in the singular -ellum, the 9^ followed the law for 9' 
in closed syllable/ and therefore become e, the final / dis- 
appearing in the pronunciation, whereas, in the plural -ellob^ 
a'Z ( + cons.) ^9cd'^ 9au > ia^u > ro' > j 0. 

(2) Two words form exceptions to this development, and 
have jo in. the singular,^ ^o; in the plural: bjo (biau): bel- 
LUM,' vjo (viau) : vitellum, and, for the plural, 6/0: (biaux), 
vjo: (viaux). 

(3) Let us compare these developments, in the singular and 
the plural, with those in France and in Normandy. In Old 
French, the combination 9Z early became ecU aud eau^ (/becom- 
ing vowelized before the 12th century);* e, before au, was 
mute by the 14th century,* and au was pronounced o in the 
17th century.^ Joret® has already so carefully examined 
the various results of -ellum in the modern Norman dia- 
lects, that nothing can be added. On comparison, we note 
that the Guernsey developments -€, -jo correspond to those of 
the Basse Normandie in the singular, and of Eastern Nor- 
mandy in the plural, excepting for the two words bjo and vjo 
which represent, both for the singular and the plural, the 
same change as in the Eastern half of Normandy. This 
difierence between Guernsey and that part of Normandy 
nearest to it, is very curious, but our patois probably repre- 
sents, for this termination at least, the Old Norman dialect 
more correctly than do the other modern Norman patois, 
since, in the Mahhahdery -ei is the direct product of -bllum, 
becoming --eaus however before the Sectional a;* a further 
resemblance is observed in the development, in the Makha- 

» V. 2 27, 1. » Cf. hvoiai' (biautai). 

* Cf. fjo (piaa) : pellem. ^ Meyer-Liibke, Oram, Rom^ I, pp. 163-164* 
*Suchier, Fran^., p. 43; Schwan, Oram., U 231 and 329. 

•Suchier, Frang,, p. 51. 

^ Sachier, Frang^j p. 53, where, however, the e is said to be retained, in 
ihe pronunciation of such words as freau, until the 17th century. 

'JKrf., pp. 110-112; cf. Joret, JJeswn, p. 222, 3<»; Fleury, Haguej p. 36, 
and Meyer-Liibke, Oram, JBom., I, p. 164, § 163. 

• Gorlich, ^fak,, pp. xv, xvi. 

3 
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bdeTy of BELLUM into beau (not bel), an exceptional form thus 
still preserved in the Guernsey bjo for the singular;^ the 
singular tgo still remains unexplained, but it might be formed 
simply by analogy with bjo, since both words are monosyllabic. 

§ 29. — »'+ nasal + cons. 

(1) The change into a** is the same as in French proper. 
Examples ; va"" (vent) ; ventum, va'^dr (vendre) : ven- 
DEBE, etc. 

(2) dksTfjyje (ex^mpUe) : exemplum is an exception to 
this rule, but was also treated in Old Norman as if it 
had an a' (+ nasal + oons.).^ 

§ 30,_a'+cons.+i.^ 

(1) The result is here fourfold, being J9, je, ie\ i, which 
represent four successive stages in the development of a' (+ 
cons. +j). The following examples, in the order respectively 
of the products just noted, were found : 

(a) kjdd (quiMe): tepidum, nj?/^ (niSche): *NEPTIAM, 
rmjdd^ (r'miMe): bemedium. 

(^) mehje (m^uier) : ministebium. 

(7) mie (mi6) : medium, «iej (si^e) : sedicum. 

(S) epia (Spice) : *8PECIAM, ]^ (prix) ; pbetium, Jliz 
(chaise): *cebe8IAM. 

(2) The differences in the first three seta are owing simply 
to the law of least action, or of naturalness ; when a' is final, 
it is likely to become closed, as in mel^e and mie, and under 
the influence of a preceding Ic, i would tend to be consonant- 

* Cf. Uhlemann, La Coneeption und SL Nicholas, p. 76, 2 37, 1. 

* Cf. Suchier, Beimp., p. 71 : " Zu diesen Worten " (words with en) " kommt 
i^EMFLUM, welches im Normannischen stets a hat ; " also Gorlich, Mak.^ 
p. xvi, 26, and Meyer-Liibke, Oram, Bom., I, p. 110, ? 90. 

'For convenienoe sake, some examples are given mider this heading, 
which do not stricdy belong here. 

* Or ni'9f, * Or mii'9dy or even rmred. 
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ized^ as is seen in hJ9d and meJge. epia probably comes 
directly from French proper; pri and fliz have the same 
development as in Modem French.^ 

§ 31.— 9'+ft + cons, 

The result is ie\ Examples : depie (depict) : despectum and 
lie^ (liet): lectum.* 

§ 32.— 9'+qu. 

The only word with this combination is «9r (si^re) : sequebe^ 
and its derivative aid (si^te). 



I. — i' in open syllahle. 
§ 33. — i'+ cons. + voc. 

(1) The result here agi-ees with that in French proper, and 
need not be dwelt upon. Examples: ji (fi): filum, livr 
(livre): librum, rit? (rive): ripam, vnir (v'nir): venire, 
etc. This same result is observed in all the Norman dialects.^ 

(2) The Guernsey patois agrees with French proper also 
in the development of i' + final nasal, as in fo* (fin) ; 
finem, t»** (vin) ; viNUM, etc. 

§ 34. — J'+ nasal + voc. 

(1) The i' here becomes e'r, but with a very weak i-sound.* 
Examples: epei'n (6ptne) : spinam, /rei-n (ferine): parinam, 

'^ V. Schwan, Oram., U W, 2 and 92. 

* The pronuDciadon Jj9t is frequently heard all oyer the island ; the plural 
is li: (lits). tectum cannot help us here, as it has not given anything in 
Guernsey. 

' Of. the feminine vid (vielle) : ^ECUiiAM ; tinder the inflaenoe of the 
r, from final kl (v. ? 154, 2), we have the pronunciation vi^r (vier) in 
the masculine. 

^Eggert, Norm. Mund., p. 380; abo Joret, Bessin, p. 223. 

*Cf. Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Bom.y I, p. 62. 
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hrerm (crime) : okimen^ madfei'n (medchine) : medicinam, 
rafd'n (raohtne): badiclsaUj rei'tn (rime): bimam^ ru'ei'n 
(ruine) : RUiNAM,/e/"m (chime) : cymam/ In such words as 
these, the position of the tongue for the production of i has 
been lowered to that required by e, under the influence of the 
following nasal, whether dental or labial. 

(2) The same development is seen with i, in closed syllable, 
in (d)ei'm (abime) : abismum.* 

(3) In French, i' {+ nasal + voc.) remained a pure oral 
vowel because the nasalization of i into »** took place after 
the intervocalic n had any power to nasalize the preceding 
vowel.' In the Bessin, i before a nasal + voc. becomes e, 
but apparently without any following i-sound;* in the Val 
de Saire, it becomes e before n and ei before m.^ In Guern- 
sey, we have the result e^v before both n and m. 

§ 35.— final i'. 

(1) Meyer-Lubke* notes that final i' is often pronounced 
open in the Hague; in Guernsey, on the contrary, it is always 
closed, as in berbi (berbi) : *bebbicem, etc. 

(2) The final i' is frequently nasalized in Norman patois, 
and in many other dialects, the result being such forms as 
ami*, vent', etcJ In Guernsey, this nasalization is heard only 
in the following cases, as far as could be ascertained : i/d** 
(ichin) : egce + Hio, Icmai^z^ (k^minse) and hn^'^zol^ (k'min- 
sole): CAMisiAM, o»* (aussin) : Val -f sic, /of/?" (chunchin) : 

^ M^dvier and Corbet both agree in representing this efi' by i. 
*Cf. Mejer-Liibke, Qrcm, Bom., 1, p. 68, where mention is made of. a 
Norman form abieme, 
' Meyer-Liibke, Oram, Bom,, I, pp. 62, 63. 

* Joret, Beadfif p. 223. 

* Bomdahl, Saire, glossary ; Eggert, Norm, Mund,, p. 382. 

* Oram, Bom,, I, p. 67. 

^Cf. Meyer-Lubke, Oram, Bom,, 1, p. 66, J 40. 

^ In &m9**2 and kmsi'^aol, % is not strictly final, nor even tonic in the latter 
example, but it is, however, at the end of a syllable. 
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ECCE -f HOC.^ The nasalized infinitives, like vtfni'y and such 
words as ami^y are never heard in Guernsey. 

(3) This nasalization is sometimes heard in the Bessin^ and 
in the Hague,^ but it is not at ail peculiar to these Norman 
dialects, since it occurs, as has just been mentioned, in other 
parts of the Romance field. 



II. — V in dosed syllable. 
§ 36. — V-\- oral cons. + cons. 

Since V is here treated as in Modern French, no especial 
attention need be called to these results. Examples : i:l (lie): 
INSULAM, <ij (tige) : TIBIAM, vil (ville) : villam, etc. 

§ 37. — i'+ nasal + cons. 

(1) The development here into »* is the same as in French 
proper : &"j (linge) : lineum, etc. 

(2) We have already noted the five results al'yjaJ', »**, aV, 
9**, as coming from different combinations. The various pro- 
ducts of the vowels a, «, and i -\- final nasal will be discussed 
first; these are a" (< i + a'+ final nasal) and the products 
jaJ'j aV* and 9**. In French proper Latin A (+ final m, n) 
develops into a", except when preceded by a i or J,* and later 
into 6", a" ;* the last two developments (e" and »") are the same 
as from a' (+ final nasal).* In Guernsey, the result a'a** (o'^** 
or 9**), from a + final nasal, is the same as the French a** > 6* 
> 9*, whereas a* (< i -f- « + final nasal) and^a** (< a + final 

^ Menti(ni should be made here of mai'nti' (mainti) : mibdietatem, noticed 
in 2 89. 

• Joret, J?«8wn, p. 223. » Meuiy, Haguey p. 36. 

^Schwan, Qram,^ §? 77, 78; Snchier, l^an^., p. 29; Meyer-LtLbke, Oram, 
Bom., I, pp. 227, 228. 

*Suchier, Fran^,, p. 64; Schwan, Oram., JJ 302 and 304. 

•Schwan, Oram,, | 303. 
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nasal) correspond to the French ta*" ; we shall see later that 
e{+ nasal + cons.) > a"/ and thus 9, when no i-sound fol- 
lowed^ developed, in our patois^ into a", without exception^ so 
that in Guernsey the forms moi'd!' (moyen), 6;^ (bien), etc., 
are r^ular, while the French pronunciation mwap^^ bj^j etc., 
is exceptional. 

(3) As to the product of a + final nasal, »** of the Lower 
Parishes is similar to the 9" of French proper, whereas the 
a V (or o V) represents the older French pronunciation aH ; 
it is difficult to tell exactly which of the two vowels of the 
diphthong is nasalized, or whether both are not perhaps thus 
affected; the transcription a^V (or ©'*'9'*) may perhaps be 
better, as it is certainly older. But few data can be found for 
the Norman patois of the continent ; in the Bessin, 9 + final 
nasal > iin^ (whatever may be the exact value of this tran- 
scription). Just one word now on the changes of i (+ final 
nasal), the same in Guernsey as in French proper ; ' y* of the 
Hague* and in {=9"") of the Bessin* are related or, rather, 
similar results. The common pronunciation of the results 
from e (+ nasal + cons.) and from 9' and {h +) a (+ final 
nasal), is not noted in Old Norman mss.,^ but nothing 
accurate can be ascertained until more data are obtained 
both from the Old Norman mss. and from the modern 
Norman patois. 

(4) The preceding discussion leaves us free to consider now 
the a** from e', e'', »', 9'', and the rf^ from a', {h+) a', a'\ 
when these vowels are in a closed syllable {= voc. + na»Bil 
+ cons.). 

*V.?37,4. 

'Joiet, Bemoy p. 222, 2<>; cf. the examples vieHfne and tUih/ne found in 
ileoiy, Hague, p. 35. 

'Suchier, Fran^,, p. 54; also Schwan, QTam,, U 96 and 299. 

^Fleoiy, Hague, p. 36. * Joret, Bessin^ p. 223, !<>. 

•v., in the Alexis, Eufemien: -ier, 64, and Eu/emien: criatiem: -ier, 68, 
where the en most have a distinct e-soond. Gf. also Sachier, Beimp., p. 
xyiii, 16 ; Qorlich, MaM,, p. xyii, 33, and p. xliii. 
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(5) In French, en and an were oonfoanded in pronuncia- 
tion/ but in Norman, and especially in Anglo-Norman, these 
two sounds were kept separate.^ 

(6) As for the modern Norman patois, Suchier states that 
this distinction is still retained in the Val de Saire and the 
Perche;' the result, in the former locality, is transcribed an 
by Somdahl/ In Guernsey we also find a distinction, v"" 
probably corresponding to the an just mentioned, but being 
a very difficult sound to transcribe accurately. Since en is 
pronounced a% as in French proper, a natural explanation of 
the present distinction, in Guernsey and the Val de Saire, 
would be, not that an and en were kept distinct in these two 
places, but that they were confounded, only later than in 
French, the ©** of to-day being then a further development of 
the a + n,to distinguish it, perhaps, from the pronunciation 
of e + nas a**.* 

(7) The only example of e -f- nasal becoming o" is exem- 
PLUM > 9k8fb^p}e (exIimpUe), which has already been explained.* 

§ 38. — gu + i'+ cons. 

In v^'gul (ingtlle) : anqthllam,^ i' has been rounded under 
the influence of the preceding u (or w), which itself disappears, 
but, as we see, not without having given its rounded quality to 
the previously unrounded i\ 

^ Meyer-Lubke, Orcm, Bom,, I, pp. 110, 111; Suchier, Frcm^,, p. 81. 

•Suchier, Iteimp,f^p, 69-71 ; Gorlich, Mak., pp. xvi, 26, and xliv; Paris, 
Aleacis, pp. 36, 37 and 82, 83; Koschwitz, KarU Bern, pp. xxyi-zzviii; 
Gautier, Boland, p. 416 ; Busch, Ang.'Norm,, pp. 12-14. Of. Meyer-Liibke, 
Oram. Bom,, I, p. 227, J 245, for the Anglo-Norman aun, a result not found 
in Guernsey. 

•Suchier, Fran^., p. 81. 

^Bomdahl, /Sbire, pp. 11, 12. 
Cf. £;ggert, Norm. Mund,, p. 381. 

« V. ? 29, 2. 

' Cf. a similar change in the word sugar (suffllair) : sibilabe, { 92, 2. 
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I. — o' in open m/Uahle. 
• § 39. — o'+ oral cons. + voc. 

(1) Of all the vowels in the Guernsey dialect, o' presents 
the greatest variety of developments, there being six results 
from this one vowel in open syllable : o?, w, wo'j u*a\ a'w and 
a'cer. The examples, which are not numerous, will be given 
first, arranged in the above order of results : 

(a) hidcer (couleur) : colorem, mo'^yB (mfingeux) : mandu- 
CATOREM, 'prm (prieux) : precarb.^ 

()8) amwr (amour) : amorem, jijur (fllour) : fi^rem, gvl 
(goule) : QULAM, Im: (coue) : oodam, him (coume) : QUO + 

MODO. 

(7) ahwdT^ (accouore) : horam, labwor^ (labouor) : labo- 

REji. 

(S) aku'ar^ (aooouare) : horam, ^oiwar ^ (labouar) : labo- 
reac. 

(e) faw (chaou) : oolem.* 

(f) (KB'r (haeure): horam, daoe' (daeux): duos, miljace' 
(millaeux) : meliorem, naoe* (naeud) : nodum, nvaoe' (nVaeu) : 
nepotem, aace' (saeu) : solum, also adjectives ending in -oor 
(-aeux) ; -OSUM: aJ^viaos' (enviaeux),/a7nace* (famaeux), kuridce' 
(curiaeux), mdodiaoe' (melodiaeux), poeraoe' (peuraeux), ceraos* 
(heuraeux), etc.* 

(2) A scheme for the successive developments from Latin 
will now be given,* the results found in Guernsey being all 
printed in Italics : 

' In two words, where the French has ce, the Guernsey patois has u: blju 
(bllft) : Germ, blaw and the plural mesjU (m^ssiiix) : seniobes. 

'tt'9^ is heard in the Lower Parishes, whereas ttV is the pronunciation 
of the Upper Parishes. 

'Cf. also kaw (caoup) : colaphtjm. 

^Cf. also kvaoer (k'vaeu): oafillum. The a of a^ce', in all the above 
examples, is not very broad, and is sometimes pronounced almost v (= r/ce'). 

* For a discussion of 0, v. Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Bom., I, pp. 132-137. 
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{> e'u' > 05 > a*<xr 
> w > u'o > wo' > w'a* 
>oV2>S'u«>aV 

(3) o' first diphthongizes into o'v: from which the separate 
developments spring : 

(a) o of the diphthong o'w is unrounded and pushed for- 
ward to e, and then this e'w is reduced to <», which is after- 
wards diphthongized into a'od. 

()8) Here^ o'w becomes the single sound Uy which is then 
diphthongized into u'o\ the accent is shifted forward^ and^ 
through differentiation, the wo' becomes wa' y in which the o 
has been unrounded. 

(7) Or o'w gives o'w, in which the becomes slightly 
unrounded to a and afterwards still more so, the diphthong 
changing to a'w. These last two diphthongs (aV and a'w), 
and especially the latter, which is heard in Guernsey, may 
come directly from u of the second series, as a'od from ce. 

(4) We have just noted, in Guernsey, six results from 
Latin 6 ; there are, in all, eight (from 0' and o" not followed 
by a i ory) : o'w^ ce, a'ce*, w, u*o', wa', oV and a'w. 

(5) In French proper, ou > cm in the 12th century, and 
the termination -ewr was extended Westward, as far as Guern- 
sey,* where ce is heard even in ncef (neuches) and jeer (jeur), 
and in the ending -a'ae; (:-osum). In the Anglo-Norman, 
this termination already existed by the 14th century.* For 
the other examples, where o is before an r or ?* (excepting the 
above ending), our patois either has u or diphthongizes o into 
wo', wa' or aV. For the Bessin ^ and the Hague,® the results 
are the same as in Guernsey. 

^ A stage observed in sou'm (soumme) : sttmmum, { 48. 

•This result is seen with </ in closed syllable in drat**/ (droule) : Germ. 
DBOLL-, \ 43, 8. 

'This pronunciation is sometimes heard in aau'm or Mo'in (saomme) 
instead of wvcm of note 1. 

* Suchier, Fraa^,, p. 86. * Bnsch, At^^-Nwrn^ p. 23, II. 

•Cf. Meyer-Lubke, Oram, B<m.f I, p. 133, J 121. 

^ Joret, Bemn, p. 224. ^Fleury, HaguCf p. 37. 
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§ 40.— o'H-* + voc. 

(1) In this position, k becomes i, and the result is o'v, or 
u'Vj in which the i, being itself an unrounded vowel, causes 
the lips to separate a little before the o or w is completed, an 
a being thus introduced : u'ar ; the accent is then naturally 
pushed forward with the result tta'r,^ as heard in nuai' (nouaix) : 
NTJCEM. Or i, instead of introducing the vowel a, as just sug- 
gested, may itself be influenced by the preceding u and be 
drawn downward and slightly backward, giving e,^as in hru'e 
(crouaix) : crucem, vu'e (vouaix) : vocem. 

(2) In French proper, o forms a diphthong with the follow- 
ing i, and eventually is pronounced «?a, just as the oi from 
Latin e.' The Guernsey results* correspond to the French 
pronunciation oe or oa' of the 13th century.® 

§ 41. — o'-f nasal + voc. 

(1) The results of this combination vary, sometimes being 
0, as in French proper, but usually u : don (donne) : donat, 
but geaun (guenoune) : O. H. G. winja, hwnm (courounne) : 
OORONAM, mifljun (mignioune) : Celtic Vmin-, p9r8im (per- 
sounne) : personam, pipin (pigeoune) : pipionem, pum 
(poume): pomam. 

(2) Before a nasal, o did not develop into ou and eu in 
French proper.* Palsgrave,^ however, states that om was 
pronounced with an u-sound between o and the following 
nasal, 'and it is thus that aowm (soumme) is now heard in 
Guernsey.^ In the Old Norman dialect, on the other hand, 

^ For a similar development, cf. o^+ k + cons., § 44, and o''+ k + voc, § 94. 
' A like result is gotten from the termination -Sbiam, § 46. 
'Schwan, G^wi., ? 284. 

^Beside g 40, 1, and note 2 and § 45, v., for au, § J 71 and 72 ; also the 
result w/^ from a^\ §§ 114 and 116. 
^Snchier, Fran^^ p. 50; Schwan, Oram,, J 285, 3. 
*Snchier, Frang,, p. 82. 
^ Eclaircisaement de la languefrangaiae, p. 7, V. 
8V. § 48; cf. also drou'l (droule), J 43, 5. 
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> ti before nasals/ and it is this result which is still retained 
in Guemsej, as well as in the Hague/ but apparently not in 
the Bessin.' 

§ 42. — o'+ final nasal. 

(1) The result is i>^ Examples: feurcfo** (bourdon): bur- 
DONEM^ cfo" (don) : donum, meas)" (maison) : mansionem^ no"" 
(nom) : nomen, etc. 

(2) This Guernsey product is exactly similar to the one in 
French proper/ and also in the Bessin.* In the Old Norman, 
o in this position gave w/ which, however, b^an to develop 
into ou and o by the 14th century.® 



II. — o' in dosed syllable. 
§ 43. — o'+ oral cons. + cons. 

The results here are the same as for o'+ oral cons, in open 
syllable,* and the physiological explanations must, therefore, 
be the same. Examples : ^® 

(a) for o, krot (cratite) : crustam. 

(J3) for wa'," fu'ar (fouar): purnum, ru'o^ (rouage): 
rubeum. 

(7) for <B, kcsr (cueurt) : CURRIT, jeer (jeur) : DIURNUM.^* 

(S) for o'u% drou'l (droule) : Germ, droll-. 

^Meyer-Lubke, Gram. Bom,^ I, pp. 140, 141. 

•Fleoiy, Hagw, p. 37. 

* Joret, Bemn, p. 224, 1<>, o. 

^I have heard Mr. Guilbert (v. Introduction) pronounce this word 6ur- 
da^ (or perhaps simply hurdaai^), 

•Schwan, Qrcm,, JJ 100, 1, and 183. 
. • Joret, 5«wm, p. 224, 1©, o. ^ Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Bom,, I, p. 140, 

*Bu8ch, Ang.-Norm., pp. 24, 26. » V. § 89. 

^® Notice the peculiar iormfu'idr (fontdre) : FUiiOnB. 

" Cf. weru'an (iverouagne) : ^ebbonium, karu'cM (carouagne) : *oaboniam, 
and also twar (touar) and detu'ar (d^touar) : tobnum. 

^To this list belong the words with the -obium termination ( ><b), { 47, 1. 
Cf. also fuef (neuches) : *»0VTIA8 and rprosf (r'preuche) : *bepbobicabb. 
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§ 44. — o'+ h + cons. 

The only example found^ yfiuar (genouai) : *obnuclum, 
presents a change similar to that of o'+ ^ + voc. in the word 
n%mv (nouaix) : nucem.^ 

§ 45. — o'-\- cons. -\-j? 

The product is we', the same as for o'+ i in open sylla- 
ble.' Examples: fe^'cf (couaiffe): O. H. G. KUPPHJA,pit?u'm 
(pivouaine): paeoniam.* 

§ 46. oriam.^ 

The result we^ has already been examined.^ Examples: 
glwer (glouSre) : qloriam/ istwer (histouaire) : historiam, 
memwer (memouaire) : memobiam, viktwer (victouaire) : vie- 

TOBIAM. 

§ 47. orivm. 

(I) In the following three words, this termination is treated 
as if no j followed the r, and it thus becomes ce,® since final r 
falls regularly in such cases : ^ miroe (mireux) : *MiEATORnjM, 
mufce (moucheux) : *mucx)ARE, prd'^aoe (prinseux) : presso- 
RiUM. These words may perhaps come directly from etyma 
with an -OREM ending, as miratorem ^® and mucorem," an 

^ V. § 40, 1, where the development into va^i' is explained. The ploral 
is ^wa: (genoii&). Cf. the word i}eruai'8 (heronaisse) : Celtic |/bri7X0N-. 

•Cf. -ORiAM, J 46, and -obium, J 47, 2. 

» V. i 40, 1. 

* Notice orge (orga^'): Qerm. ubgoli. 

^The two endings -^uam and -obiam are treated together because their 
results are identical; in French proper, these examples are learned (v. 
Schwan, Oram.^ J 260, 2, Anm. 2) ; cf. the -obium termination, J 47. 

•V.§40,1. 

' Cf. also e»nmaxjer (St. Magli^re), the name of one of the oldest churches 
in Guernsey. 

8V. J 89, 1, a. ^»K6rting, FFar(., No. 5329. 

» V. § 169. " Korting, WoH^ No. 6445. 
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unlikely supposition^ however, on account of Uie change in 
meaning which would then have taken place. 

(2) The second result of the same ending is we\ the r^u- 
lar development, as we have just seen,^ but it is probable that 
all such examples have been taken, by the persons using them, 
directly from French proper, the voa having been changed to 
tiV in order to give the word an appearance of belonging 
to the patois, the French vwa (voix), for instance, being, in 
Guernsey, tm*« (vouaix). Examples: diormiiu'efir (dormitou- 
aire), ekribarer (gcritouaire), ko'^aistwer (consistouaire), mafwer 
(mftchouaire), etc. 

§ 48. — o'+ nasal + nasal + voc. 

aou'm (soumme) : ^ summum represents the first stage in the 
development of o, according to the scheme already mentioned.' 
The usual Guernsey development is seen in otwm, (autumne) : 

AUTUMNUM. 

§ 49. — o'H- nasal + cons. 

The change is the same as in French proper : o^ftr (ombre) : 
UMBBAM, o'^glje (ongUe) : ungulam, etc. 

§ 50. — o'+ nasal +j. 

(1) Two results are noted : twi'a" and wi', the former being 
the regular development and virtually a nasalized ua^i'y which 
was seen to be the product of o^ when under the influence of 
a following k or j;^ ua'd"" corresponds to the French t(»~. 
Examples : * kuaa"* (couain) : cunbum, pitoa" (pouaing) : pug- 

^y. 22 45 and 46. 

'This word is sometimes pronounced mo'm (saomme), and also sum 
(soomme) ; cf. also { 89, p. 41, note 3. 
'V. 2 89, 2, also Meyer-Liibke, Oram. B<m.f I, p. 135. 

* V.J 40,1. 

* This list of examples indndes all words in which the n has been affected 
bj either a preceding or a following j. 
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NUM,j>wa9''(poiiaint): *PUNcruM, fewMiOd'* (ttoouain) : testi-* 

(2) u'i^y the second result mentiooed above^ is observed 
only in jm'i (pouit), which, with puaa^ (pouaint), has *puno- 
TtJM as etymon. This form may be owing to its frequent 
proclitic position. 

§ 51. — juvefoem} 

A peculiar development is seen in jaw' (janne) : juvenem. 
It would naturally be expected that the dento-labial v should 
keep the o intact, not allowing it to lose its rounded quality ; 
but, no doubt, o^ became a after the assimilation of t? to n.* 



L — o' in open syllable. 
§ 52. — J)'+ oral cons. + voc. 

(1) This development need only be mentioned, as it is 
similar to that in French proper. Examples : Jgoer (cueur) : 
OOR, moe (meut) : movet, nee (net) : novum, etc.* With some 
Guernseymen, there is a tendency toward the diphthong a'ce*, 
instead of ce. 

(2) A diflTerent result from that in French, but still r^u- 
lar, is seen in row (reue) : rotam.^ 

§ 53.— j)'+* + voc. 

(1) The result is twofold : u'i' and i'e^; only two examples 
could be found, but this inconvenience is lessened by there 

^Cf.&e0ua9'»(be8ouain): ^sokium; this word, and fdso tetitiia9*» (l^mouain), 
are sometimes pronounced bezu'a'i (besouen), temwa^ (t^ouen). In all the 
above examples, some Guernsey people pronounce -tt'»»», instead of -ua^v^. 

' Strictly, this word should come under o^ ; cf. also Tiaras ( jannesse). 

*I have also heard this word pronounced with a very low a, somewhat 
rounded. ^Schwan, Oram.^ J J 159 and 170, 

*Cf. rprfl^(r'preuche): *KBPROPiARE. 

• ru: (roue) is also used in Guernsey. Cf. also terdr (teurdre) : *tobqusrs. 
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being several illustrations of o' (+ A + cons.)/ where the pro- 
ducts are the same as here. *We have ku'i (tuit) : cjoquit and 
nre or nje (niet) z nocet. 

(2) u'V is the reduction of the triphthong uoi, as in French 
proper. 

§ 54. — --ooym. 

(1) This termination has three different results in Guern- 
sey : t, ju and a^03\ In miKi (milli) : locum and jt ( jl) : 
JOCUM we observe the first product; the second is seen 
i^ Ijil (llu) ; LOCUM, and the third in face* or /xkb' (faeu) : 

FOCUM. 

(2) In the present state of philological knowledge, no 
correct solution can be given of the difficult problem pre- 
sented by the widely varying results of the ending -OCUM, 
and the Guernsey dialect does not furnish sufficiently new or 
valuable material to enable one to add anything to what has 
already been written on this subject. 

§ 55. — o'+ nasal + voc. 

(1) The usual development, as in son (sonne) : sonat, etc., 
is similar to that in French proper. But u is sometimes heard 
among the Guernsey people: e^un (^toune); ♦extonat, sun 
(soune) : sonat, etc. 

(2) bwan (bouanne) : bonam is an exception, in which wa' 
represents the diphthong u'o\ with the o unrounded under the 
influence of the following dental consonant, 

§ 56. — y+ final nasal. 

This combination forms an exact parallel to the one treated 
in, the preceding paragraph. The regular result o* is similar 
to that in French proper : so"" (son) : SONUM, etc., but bwa"* 
(bouan) : bonum forms an exception. 
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11. — J)' in dosed syllable. 
§57.— y+«. 

Two words, with a product o, should be noticed here ; fo 
(fo) : FOLLEM and ko (co) : oollum. 

§ 58.— o'+Jfe + cons. 

The results are the same as for a' (+ i + voc.).* Examples : 
(a) for iV,* nve or nje (niet) : NOCfTEM, nver or w/er (niSre) : 
NOCEBE, wed (viSde) : *vocrruM. 

(/8) {oru'Vfku'ir(tuire): ooquebe, ^>i8(tuisse):' qoxAM. 

§ 59. driam. 

This termination has already been discussed.^ 

§ 60. — J)'+oral cons. + J. 

(1) When o' is followed by ah oral consonant +i (except- 
ing Ij, already mentioned)/ it has two results : u'i' and t. The 
development into u'i' is observed in ku'ir (tuir) : oobium; and 
we find i in i:tr (hltre) : ostbeam, pis (pisse) : *potiam, plji: 
(pUie): *PL0V1AM.* 

(2) It would be well to call attention to the frequent reduc- 
tion, in Guernsey, of u'i to f, as just noted in i:tr (hltre), pis 
(pisse), etc.^ 

^V. {53, land?. 

'This product is noted also in fi'd (fielle) : foliam, i'd (ieii) : oouiiXnc. 

'We also have tfi'ea (tschiesse). 

*V.?46. » V.J 68, NOTE 2. 

*Cf. also a^i (enni): ^nodiare and ki\ (cuille): oolliosbe. Note 
apref (apprdche) : appbofiat and pares (paresse) : faboohiam. 

»V. ? 60, 1, NOTE 6. Cf. bri (brit): Germ, i^bro, fir (fire) and a*jSr 
(enfire) : fugibe, pis (piss) : futeum. We also have pi (pis), da^ (den- 
pis), dpi (d'pls), pisk (pisqae), all from post. 
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(3) Eggert and Joret^ have so thoroughly treated the sub- 
ject of o' when influenced by a following jHSOund, that nothing 
need be added here. The usual Guernsey products, re^ and i, 
are similar to those of the Hague and of the Yal de Saire. u, 
found in our patois/ is heard in the Cotentin, and ui^ is similar 
to the result in French proper. 

§ 61.— fongre.^ 

LONQE > X/a** (lian), in which the mouillation of the n has 
been lost. 

§ 62. — i>'+ nasal + cons. 

The development is similar to that in French. Examples : 
ky'i, (compte) : oomputum, fo** (long) : longum, etc. 

§ 63. — i>'+ nasal + nasal + voc. 

(1) This combination is found in mm (noune) : nonnam, 
«wm(soume): sommitm, wm(hourame): hominem.* Probably 
under the influence of Modern French, o is sometimes heard 
instead of w: non (nonne), 8om (somme), etc. 

(2) The result u is similar to that of the Old Franco-Nor- 
man dialect,* and is still heard in the Hague.* 

u 

I. — w' in open syllable. 
§ 64, — u'-\- oral cons. + voc. 

(1) In this position, w' gives three results: the first like 
the product in French proper — it, the other two being related 

^Eggert, Norm, Mund., pp. 369-371; Joret, MiUmges, pp. 61-54; Joret, 
ExtraUSf pp. 154-158; Meyer-Liibke, Oram, B(m,y I, pp. 185-187. 

« V. a 108 and 111. » Cf. Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Bom,, I, p. 204, § 220. 

^Cf. this result with that of o^ (+ nasal), U 41, 1, and 48, and with that 
of (/^ (+ nasal), U 95, 1, and 100 ; also U 106, 1, and 123. 

• Suchier, JPVanp., p. 50. 

'Eggert, Norm, Mund,, p. 369 ; also Fleury, Haguty p. 37. 
4 
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to each other — <b and a'ce*. Examples for u are keru (querrue) : 
OABBUOAM^ kiir (cure) : curam, miir (mur) : MURUM, nu (nu) : 
NUDUM ; ^ for 05 we find ascer (asseure) and rascer (rasseure) : 
'''ASSECUBARE, doB (deu) : DEBEREy kofcer (caussheure) : cal- 
OEAM^ kroe (creA) : credere^ kmw3 (counneA) : oognoscere^ 
pljce (pUeA) : placere, pee (petl) : *potere, rvce: (r'veue) : 
REVTDERE, scTcer (sereurc): *serrare, ace (set): sapere^ voe 
{vet): viDERE;* for a^ce' we have ace' (aeut): habere^ dace* 
(daeut) : debebe, Arace* (craeut) : obedebe^ kunace' (coun- 
naeut): 00GN0SCEBE,maa5T (maeur): MATUBUM,jpaar (pa^ut): 
POTEBE, aa^oe* (saeut) : s apebe^ saoe'r (saeur) : secubum, s^race'r 
(serraeure) : ' *sebbabe, tacb* (taeut) : tacebe. 

(2) The irregular verbs whose preterit and past participle 
boA end in u in French proper, have two terminations in the 
Guernsey dialect : a'ce* for the preterit, but ce in the past par- 
ticiple {coumuieuty counned; daeut, deA; paeui, peH, etc.) ; the 
imperfect subjunctive is formed from the preterit (pounnaeuase, 
daeuaae, paemsey etc.). 

(3) In the Hague also, matubum > meu, seoubum > «ew.* 
Meyer-Liibke * says that the development of Latin u, in the 
Norman dialects, forms an important question in philology ; 
he finds that the Old Anglo-Norman texts of the South allow 
u, corresponding to ti, to rhyme only with itself, while in the 
North no difierence is made, either in the writing or in rhyme, 
between u and o, ou. The Guernsey patois accordingly, in 
most words with Latin u, represents the development found 
in texts from the Old Northern Anglo-Norman dialects. 

§ 65. — w'+ i + voc. 

We notice here two products: re', in Ive (liet) and rive 
(r'liet): luoep, and t, in kx/'dir (condire) : cx>nducebe, si: 
(sie): *SUDICAM.^ 

^ Also bur (burre) : *butirum. 

'Cf. purveke (poorvd que). In these examples must also be included Jos 

(left): HABEBE. 

• Cf. sercer (s^ienre), given above. * Oram. Bom., I, pp. 73, 74, J 48. 
♦Fleury, Hague, pp. 40 ff. •€£. J 60, 2. 
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§ 66. — u'+ nasal + voc. 

(1) This ti' becomes 03. Examples: a&em (alleume) : allu- 
MiNAT, dJ'Igcem (encUeume) : incudem, dcm (deune) : Old Irish 
DUN, forUxn (forteune) : portunam, hmcen (c'meune) : OOM- 
hunem, Jco^scem (conseume): cx>nsumat, kutoem (ootlteume): 
♦oosTUMAM, legcevn (l^eume) : leguminem, ten (leune) : 
lunam, pljcem (plleume) : plumam, proen (preune) : *pbu- 
NAM.^ Uf on becoming nasalized, has been lowered to oe. 
Nasalization is, however, but slightly heard now in the words 
noted above, the lowering of tl to ce being the only evidence 
left of its previous existence. 

(2) Meyer-Liibke^ says that, in the French dialects, the 
development into m, iine is exactly parallel to that of in, me; 
that is also true for the Guernsey patois, since we have of", cm 
corresponding to a**, en. 

§ 67.— w'+ final nasal. 

No examples will be given under this heading, for the 
result {(xT) is the same as in French proper; but I^gert* 
should be corrected when, misled probably by the orthog- 
raphy, he writes that the nasal tl-sound remains in Guernsey, 
being spelt ^ by MStivier ; the Guernsey c^ may sometimes 
be distinguished from the French a^ by being a narrow nasal 
vowel, whereas the tendency of the latter is toward wideness ; 
but v!" is never heard. 

II. — u' in dosed syllable. 
§ 68. — w'+ oral cons. + cons. 

This result is the same as in French proper : puf (puche) : 
PUiiiCEM, etc. 

^ Of. also/rosm (freome), present indicative of friknai' (fromair) : *fibmabe. 
Cf. ronkcen (rdnquenne) : *ba»ooeiam. 
» Ghrarn. JJom., I, p. 80, J 57. ' Norm. Mund,, p. 366. 
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§ 69.— u'+k + couB., 
m'+ cons. +j, 

(1) As the results under these two headings are alike^ thej 
will be examined together. Examples: bri (brit): *bbugi- 
TUM, fri (frit) : pbuctum, ko^'dit (condite) : ooNDUOEitE. w' 
was drawn forward to u, because of the following k or /-sound ; 
this u may then have been unrounded to i under the same 
influence (ti'+i> w'i*>w*t'>tV>t). This reduction^ in 
its relation to the other Norman dialects, has already been 
examined.^ 

(2) p9rtu (pertu) comes from PERtusum, and is not pecu- 
liar to the Guernsey patois. 

au 

I. — a'u in open syllable. 

§ 70. — a'u + oral cons. + voc., 
a'u + mute + liquid. 

(1) a'u here develops into o. Examples : bo: (bane) : 
Cymric baw, kljor (cUore) : glaudebe, parol (parole) : paha- 
BOLAM, por (jMiure) : pauperem, foz (chose) : causam, jo; 
(joe) : GAXJTAM. In or (or) : aurum, o is pronounced open 
under the influence of the following r. 

(2) As in other Komance languages, ku: (coue) : oaudam 
is an exception to the rule ; u here comes from o.^ 

(3) The Guernsey development of a'u into o is the usual 
one in Norman dialects,' and this was also the pronunciation 
of French proper in the 17th century.* 

§ 71. — a^u + k + voc. 

The change of a^u {+k) into u'e% in we: (ouaie) : auoam, 
must be compared with that of o' in this position.'^ 

1 V. i 60, 2. 

'For o>u, y. J 39, 1, fi. Notice also the two forms kljani' (cUaou): 
CLAVUM and /urn (chonme) : cauma. 
» Gorlich, Mak,, p. xxi, 54. * Suchier, Frang., p. 53. * V. J 40, 1. 
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II. — a*u m dosed syUabk. 
§ 72. — a'w + cons. +j. 

The result here is the same as in the preceding paragraph ; 
we find fwe (chouaiz) : Germ, kausjak and jwe; (jouaie) : 
GATJDIUM. Under the influence of the preceding sibilants, we 
sometimes hear ti* instead of u* : Ju'e and jfire:. 



Ghapteb II. 
SXJBTONIC VOWELS. 

a 

I. — a" in open syllable. 

§ 73. — a"+ oral cons. + voc., 
a"+ mute + liquid. 

A few peculiar developments are to be noted under this head- 
ing, a" falls in foi'e (l^sier) : laxabe. In irafli: (iragnie) : 
'*'ARANEATAM, the change of a" into i is owing to differentiation 
from the second syllable, and, besides, this result is similar to 
the one found in Old French : iraignie} In tuba (tuba^ : 
Indian tabak, the a^' becomes u under the influence of the 
following labial consonant, a" gives a"r in avmav (aimair): 
AMABB, arnai' (lunai') : katum ; in the first example, this i' 
develops after the a, when a is tonic, and, from this tonic 
position, the form in av has been extended to a with second- 
ary accent; the a^'r of the second example is due to the 
accented form *antius. 

§ 74.— * {g or qu) + a"+ r. 

a", preceded by A, g or qUy and followed by r, either in open 
or closed syllable, gives e. Examples : egerai' (%ulrair) : 

* V. Korting, Wort, No. 688. 
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Frankish *wabon, djcrgro* (djergon) : gabg, genf'd (gu6- 
rinde): Prankish *wabon, ger? (gn^ret): Cymric gAb, heroH 
(qulrinte): *QUAPBAGINTA, kerbo'' (querbon): cabbonbm, 
heri'o (k^riot) : cabrum, kein'er (querriSre) : *quadrabiam, 
kerpa'H'e (querpentier) : carpentarium, keru : (querue) : cab- 
BUCAM, fer^i'e (chergier) : *cabbicabe, feritav (ch^ritaa) : 
CABITATEM, fermav (chermair): cabminabe.^ The same 
result is observed when k, g or qu do not precede a", as in 
eperflve (^pergnier): (Jerm. *8PABANJAN, enf'g (h^rfingue): 
Grerm, hring^ erajve (errachier) : *arradicabe, eret (6rftte) : 
ABiSTAM,erpo*(herpon): afyn^,erwd*e{6vo\mex): *ABB08ABB. 

§ 75.— a"+voc. 

a", before a vowel, becomes v in the following two words : 
agri'av (agriair) and agrva'bje (agriablle) : gbatum. 

n. — a" in dosed syllable. 
§ 76. — a"+ oral cons, + 90ns. 

The result is similar to that observed in French proper : a^' 
remains. Examples : aJcatav (acatair) : *aocaptabe, batarX 
(bataiUe): *battaliam, %*artor (cllartai) : olabitatem. 

§ 77. — a"+ secondary j + cons. 

(1) The examples found give the result a"i* .• avgje (luguer) : 
ADJUTABE,5Tat'Xe (grailler) : *CBATicxjLABE,j:>ai*2a* (paiisan) : 
PAGENSEM, trarnav (trainiuLr) : *tbagimen.* 

(2) laki^r (laquer) does not come from laxabe, but from 
*LAflKABB, where a" remains regularly. In the Roland we 
meet with a form laaquefnJt} 

'Cf. ekerbo (^erfoot): soarabaeum, and the future and conditional of 
OMT (aveir) : habere [ere (^rai), etc.] ; also pljefi'e (pU^chier) : platbam. 

* Notice, however, kaMafie (castagnier) : castaneam, and c£ etraSU (^tra- 
^er): stbingere. 

'Gautier, BoUmd, line 8877. For the change of x {=h) into sk^ y. 
Schwan, Oram., g 218, 2, Anm. 2. 
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§ 78. — i + a"+ oral cons. + cons. 

a" remains here^ as in French proper. . Examples : hastavn 
(castame): CASTAN£AM9/ap6(cbap6): CAPPELLXJM,/a<6(chftt6): 
CASTELLUM, /crf/ar (chAtiair) : gastigabe, etc. 

§ 79. — a"+ nasal + cons. 

The result is v\ Examples: mv'He {mSLntS): mantellum^ 
rm/^e (m&ngier) : manducabe^ «o*tor (sintai) : santtatem, 
/o*(foi(chindelle): candelam,/»*«>** (chanson): CANnoNEM^ 
/»"tor (chintair) : cantabe, w)*tor (vtotair) : vanitabe, etc. 
When a", in closed syllable, becomes nasal, its position is 
changed to 2>, a result similar to that of o becoming o% and of 
u giving <x^. The pronunciation a*" is also heard from time to 
time, but is probably owing to Modem French influence. 



e 

I. — e" in open syllable. 
§ 80. — e"+oral cons. + voc. 

ef' sometimes disappears entirely. Examples : dfa* (defend) 
and dfai'du (d'fendu); defenders, dfo (d'&ut) : de +*pal- 
LITUM, driv (derive) : debivabe, dsaf^ (d^sein) : designabe, 
dz^riar (d^sertair) : desebtabe, ddr (d'sir) and dzire (d'sirrai) : 
desidebium, v/a" (v^chin) and via (v^li) : videbe.^ In the 
following three cases, the result is e : peri'e (p^rier) : pibum, 
serari' (ser&ie): sebum, trezrem (treisiSme): tbes; in these 
words, the development of e" has probably been influenced by 
that of tonic e. We also find e in the future and conditional 
of krer (creire) : gbedebe [krere (creirai), etc.]. we'^ is noted 

'b, also, fidls in rpar (r^pare) and rparai' (r^parair): bispAbare, rzudr 
(r^soadre): rusolvbre, rimr (russir): be + bxirb, gpultur (sepulture): 
SJSPULTURAJff, ^^nral (general) and :s»nr€dfna^ (gen'ralement) : generalem ; 
I drops in cUu^ (d'lage) : BiLUVinM. 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 E. S. LEWIS. 

in twebt (tou^lette) : telam^ which is perhaps a new forma- 
tion on the Modem French word. Under the influence of the 
preceding and following labiak, we haveti \nfumd (fumelle): 

FEHEIiLAM.^ 

§ 81.— 6"+ife + V0C. 

Only two examples have been found : Jxxvzir (laisir) : licebe^ 
and dmwesd (d'mouaiselle) : *dominicellam.* 

§ 82.— e"+voc. 

In the following three examples, we observe a product e^'v or 
e/ :9''krga^b}i (incrlyablle) : cbedebe, krei: or krgi: (cr^yie):* 
GBEDEBE, vei'c (vfyais) : videbe. This e^'f , under the influ- 
ence of the following vowel, has been reduced to r (sometimes 
sounding almost like j) in a^wai' (envy'air) : *inviabe, 9/Sri*- 
a'bje (efferyablle): *EFPBrDARE,* nelgav (n^uiair) : nitidum, 
vi'aj (viage) : viaticum. 

§ 83.— e"+ nasal + voc. 

Here, 6^Misappears. Examples: dm*e (denier) : denabium, 
jnav (rnair) : penum, mnav (m'nair) : minabe, etc. 

II. — e" in dosed syllable. 
§ 84. — 6^'+ oral cons. + cons. 

The treatment of c" varies in this case: sometimes it 
remains, sometimes it disappears. Examples : e" remains in 
mereX (mireille): *mibabilia, but falls in shje (s^quier): 

SICCABE. 

^Cf. prUmre (pnimier) : prtmartum, also ^mar (framair): ^irmabb 
and its oompounds. 

* Ct pai'gi^ (paisson) : *piscionbm, § 86. 
3 For this result u'e^^, cf. ? 14, 5 and 6. 

* Corresponding to Modem French croyez. 

* e'^ disappears in sj/ro/i* (eflfrftir) : *bppbii>are. 
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§ 86.— e"+«c. 

e'' develops Into a^'r inpai'«>'' (palsson): '''piscioneh.^ The 
more usual Guernsey result^ e^ is observed in krest/" (creiss&nt) : 
cbescebe. 

§ 86.— e"+X (or fl). 

Under the influence of the following palatal sound (X or 
f[)y € has been raised to ». Examples : apariXje (appariller) : 
* APPABicuLABE, ko'^siKi (consiUi) : *00NsnJABE, orikje (orU- 
lier) : aubiculam, remKre (revill'raient) : be +*exvigilaiie, 
/©**dt\/e(chandiller): candelam, wXri.- (vill'ries) : vigilabe.* 

§ 87. — 6"+ nasal + cons. 

The result here is the same as in French proper. Examples : 
cS^rav (entrair): intbabe, a^^hjav (sembllair) : simulabe^ 
etc. In anmi (ann'mi) : "^'inamicum^ the ef' is in open sylla- 
ble^ and its nasal quality is hardly perceptible. 

9 

d" in dosed ayUable. 

§ 88. — a"+ oral cons. + cons. 

There are no peculiar developments in Guernsey to be noted 
under this headings except the one word presi (pressi) : pbes- 
SATUM, where the 9" has become closed, probably under the 
influence of the following sibilant. 

§ 89.— a"+ cons. -\-j. 

In the following words, a" becomes i, under the influence 
of the following /nsound : 9"jtn/aa3' (inginiaeux) : *ingenia- 

^Cf. lai'zir (laisir), § 81, and mai'nti (mainti), § 89. Notice also vai'&i^ 
(yusin): vioinum. 
' Cf. also Z^» (lichon) : lectionem. 
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TOBEM^ li^e (Kgier): *leviarium, miljdoe' (millaeu) and 
amUjorago'' (amiliordrtion) : meuobem^ sifljcer (slgneur) : seni- 
OBEM.^ Under this beading can come those examples in which 
9", followed by a palatal^ develops into i : UJge (liquier) : O. 
H. G. LfiKEdK^ piflje (pignier) : pecthstabe.* In rmvddve 
(r^mifidier): bemedxabe^ the product iv" is owing to analogy 
with the tonic form rmv9d (r'midde).^ A peculiar form is to 
be noted here : mavnti (mianti) : medietatem ; * this result 
a"t' has already been observed in three words, lai'zir (laisir)/ 
parso"" (paisson) • and t?ai'2»** (vaisin).* 

§ 90.— 9"+ i + cons. 

We notice a product e in sesfo^'t (s^nte) : sexaginta and 
vetur (v^ture) : vecturam.^ 

§ 91, — 9"+ nasal + cons. 

The change is, in Guernsey, the same as in French proper : 
ira^bjav (trembllair) : *tremulabe, etc. 



i" in open and dosed ayUable, 

§ 92.— i"+ cons. + voc., 
f'+cons. + cons. 

(1) The whole treatment of V^ is the same as in French 
proper, and might therefore be omitted here. Examples : iv9r 

^Cf. also haJbUi'e (hatilier) : Anglo-Sazoix bat, geru'ezUi'e (g^eruatsilier) : 
Qerm. KBXusELj/^te (chiller) : cellabium. 

* Of. also 9rbigje (heiblgier) : G^erm. *hbbib]sbc and niai* (niair ) : nboabe. 

• V. { 80, 1, o, and cf. (i^igi'tf'rvtf (empidrier) : *pejobeic. 

^ A related development is seen in -gfr^i^toi (prinsenx) : PBEsaA.BE, where 
e has been nasalized as the t in ^a» (ichln), 2 35, 2. 
»V.{81. •V.{86andNOTEl. 

' Cf. the development of tonic e, 3 14^ 3 and 4. 
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(hiver) : hibernum, tnlja^'' (villain) : *villanum, eta, and 
also Kf'^pKisiUiv (simpllicitai) : I'simplicitatem, etc. 

(2) In «{jgfaf (suffllair) : sibilare,^ the i" is rounded and 
-becomes u under the influence of the following labial. The 
rounding of V in this word is not, however, peculiar to 
Guernsey, since Folk-Latin has the form *subilare.* 

(3) In a few words, t" disappears entirely : nvHwr (nourr^- 
ture) : *nutrituram, Jtnmad' (chim^nftie) : *caminatam ; ' 
in the last example, i''^ before falling, a£Pected the preceding 
vowel, causing it to become t. 



I. — o" in open syllable. 
§ 93. — o"+ oral cons. + voc. 

(1) The results under this heading (u and ce) are the same 
as in French proper : nuai* (nouair) : nodare, nv/rir (nourrir) : 
♦nutrire, etc., and pljcerav (pUeurair) : plorare, etc. 

(2) Only a few exceptions, or different forms from French 
proper, have been found : jyuvir (pUottvir) : *pluerp, parbr? 
(pourtrait) : pro + trahere, ruzcwv (rousMe) : bos.* 

(3) The diphthong wa'^ is more frequently heard than the 
simple u, in a few words such as labward (labouarait) : labo- 
RARE, 8u*ari (souaris) : '*'soricem, etc^ The same influence is 
noted in kawar (caouard) : codam. 

§ 94.— o"+* + voc. 

Attention has already been called to the development of such 
words as keruavye (kerouaisier) : crucem.'^ 

* Cf. i^ffiU {kngtae) : anguujjlm, { 38. 
•Korting, WorL, No. 7442. 

' Cf. the fall of e^^, § 80. Notice also eaptai*n (cap'twuie) : *oapitaneum, 
and the proper names gljom or gjom (G^llanme) and orfU (Aur'gni). 

* Cf. also uUd* (houlair) : ululabe. • V. { 40, 1. 
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§ 95, — o"+ nasal + voc. 

(1) Like o' in the same position/ o'' here becomes u. 
Examples : dvmav (dounnair) and pardv/nai* (pardounnwr) : 
DOKABE^ pvmve (poumier) : pomum, ramtmav (ramounnair) : 
I'RAMONEM^ rezwMiv (raisounnair) : '''bationabe^ vmar (hou- 
mard) : G^m. hummeb^ eto.^ 

(2) An exceptional development is seen in iuH'iitM, or iwS'n- 
wdH (nenninte) : nonaginta/ 

11. — o" in closed syllable. 
§ 96. — o"+ oral cons, + cons. 

(1) The Guernsey dialect and French proper are again 
similar. Examples: dtdai* (doutair): DUBrrABE, etc. The 
pronunciation wa" is also heard, as in bu'afre (bouachier) : 
Frankish bukk-, hurarir (couarir) : oubbebe, eta 

(2) We find two exceptions : ojyysrmf' (ajeurn&nt) : diub- 
NUM, formed by analogy to jeer (jeur)/ and viMr (roture) : 

BUPTAM.* 

§ 97.— o''+i + cons. 

In dwafma'' (douach'ment) : dulcem and pa'ofd'' (pouas- 
shin) : pullicenum, o"+ I may have gone through the stages 
o"w> u > u*o" > wa", mentioned in connection with o' in 
open syllable.* 

§ 98.— o"+cons. +y. 

o" here develops in the same way as o' in like position/ 
Examples: 6tfc*eXa (bouaillait) and bu'eXoi^ (bouaillon): bxtl- 
LiBE, katweKje (catouailler) : *cattucxjlabe, nwes^e (nou- 

iV.§41. 

'Also bwra (bounet), corresponding to Modem French bonnet, etymology 
unknown. »Cf. { 106, 2. * V. ? 43, y. 

^Notice also murlrai' (moortrair) : monstbare. 
«V. §39,2and3,i8. ^V. §45. 
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aisier) : '*'kuoabium, fwezo"" (pouaisoD) and a'^pwezmuiv 
(empoaaisoaiiair) : PonoKEM. The triphthong u*a"v is, 
however, very frequently heard instead of this diphthong 
we". 

§ 99.— o"+ite. 

We find the product i in bisif (bisson) and biKl^nJ9r (bis- 
songnidre) : btjxum/ but u*i" in hu'ise (bouissfi) : *buxidam. 

§ 100. — o"+ nasal + nasal + voc. 

The result is the same as for o" in open syllable.* Ex- 
amples: grwnar (grounard): gbundibe, numav (noumair): 
NOMINABE, rlcwnrnf" (r'oounniss&nt) : beoogkobcebe, etc. 

§ 101. — o"+ nasal + oral cons. 

This result is identical with the one in French proper: 
tno^tor (montair) : *montabe, etc.* 

§ 102.— o"+(^. 

We notice a change into t^'a"", in the word aJcu'dHir 
(aocouaintir) : *aooognitabe. This result is probably noth- 
ing but the nasalizing of wa^Vy^ from which the a has fallen 
(t^'a"r + nasal > t^'a'V > wa"") ; the pronunciation u*a"9^ 
is actually heard in the Upper Parishes. 



3 

o" m dosed syllable. 

§ 103. — o"+ oral cons. + cons. 

The o", in this position, gives two results: o and w. 
According to the examples, o seems to be the more usual 

^ Notioe puQe (puchier) : puteum, and v. § 60, 2. » V. { 96, 1. 

' Aoooiding to Eorting ( Wort, No. 5401), this word should come under 
o^\ but Schwan ( Qram^y J 133) puts it under (/^, * CI J 60, 1. 
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development: kopai' (copiur): oolaphum, 9odav (socUur): 
SOLIPARE, toTVMC' (torment): tobmentum^ with the single 
word tumav (toumair): tobnabe as illustration of the 
change into u. 

§ 104.— j>''+/j\ 

o" in this oombination gives, regularly, wa". Examples : 
depu'okje (d^pouailler) : despoliare, mwoKje (mouailler) : 
♦molliare.* Under the influence of the tonic forms,^ we 
have^*cX/aj (fieiUage) 2ji<dijveKu (fieillu): folium, also ve\je 
(ieillet) and v€Ki: (ieillie) : oculum. 

§ J 05. — J)" + nasal + oral cons. 

It is sufficient simply to call attention to this combination. 
Examples: hi^parar (comparair): oompababe, «>"jye (son- 
gier) : somniabe, etc. 

§ 106. — J)"+ nasal + nasal + voc. 

(1) d", before double m, generally falls. Examples : fona* 
(cement) : quomo, hrm/'dav (c'mindair) : '^'oomhandabe, hmaJ^f 
(c'menche) and hmJ^JmoU' (c^mench'ment) : *00MiNmABE, hn/od 
(c'mode), hmodUai' (c'moditia) and akmod (acc^mode) : oommo- 
DUM. But 0^^ becomes u in kumar (coumdre) : OOMMATBEM, 
kw/nurtje (coumunier) : communem.' 

(2) Attention might here be called to a few words in 
whidi o"+ nasal > a* ; for convenience sake, they are all 
classed under this heading: a'^nibu (ennibu): omnibus, 
kora^ml (corennel): Ital. colonnejj:/), vokCiav (volentai): 

VOLUNTATEM* 

^ Notice the same resolt in m'afU (souagner) : *sonium. 

'V. 2 58, NOTE 1. Of. also MKj9t (ouillette) and akiKir (aocuilliient) : 

OOLUGERB. 

'Of. also muffjt (mougnier) : moukabium. 

^Of. ^^difHa'hje (incUlntablle) : domitabe, and also 2 95, 2. An opposite 
development has taken place in Ip^dmi^ (lond'main) : inH-dib+mahte. 
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U 

I. — vf' m open ayUabk. 
§ 107. — u"+ oral cons. + voc. 

The regular result is the same as in French proper : durar 
(durair) : dubabe^ etc., but there are some exceptions : molcUr 
(moUtre): MULtTM, where the u'' has been treated like a 
pretonic o;^ asc&rav (assetlrair) : *assbcurare and bcew'* 
(beuvint): bibebe, which have cb; seer (seur): sudobem^ 
where u'^ has been dropped entirely;* c^rimav (enrhlmair): 

BHEUMA. 

§ 108.— w"+ife + voc. 

In rlvesaf (r'li&int) : belucentem, the development is the 
same as for u' in this position.^ Under this heading, would 
probably come n«e (rusi) : Vbu-> where the following i, or 
its developed j-sound, has drawn u" forward to u^ itself then 
dropping {u^'+j > u'^i' > u). 

§ 109.— m"+ nasal + voc 

The result is the same here as in French proper. Ex- 
amples : fumar (fumai'r) : fumabe, imaa'' (humain) : huma- 
NUN, etc.* 

II. — u" in closed syllable. 
§ 110. — u"+ oral cons. + cons. 

As in French proper, the development is here into u. 
Examples : bvlre (btllier) : buculum, putaa'' (putain) : puti- 
DUM, etc. 

^a. 8 120. 

*ln the Vale, one of the Lower Parishes, u^^ is also dropped in 6vd** 
(b^yint), &t9 (b^yait), etc. : bibebb. 
»V.{66. 
^Note also desHned" (d^jnnair): jejuhabx. 
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§ 111. — u"'\- cons. +j. 

We find two results, vrV and fi; the latter has already 
been examined/ the former is the same as in French proper. 
Examples : mSnu'iye (menuisier) : minxttum, -ffl'ib (juillet) : 
JULIUM, but egujje (aiguchier) : acutiabe, rugo (russiaux) 
and rudv'' (russltot) : V^^^-** 

§ 112.— 1^"+ nasal + cons. 

Wherever this combination occurs, u" becomes cef^, as in 
French proper : Ux^di (lundi) : lunam, etc. 

au 

I. — a''u in open syllable. 
§ 113. — a"w+ oral cons. + voc. 

The development is here the same as for a'u in open sylla- 
ble.* Examples: ore\ or orej (oreille): aubiculam, ozai' 
(6sair) : *ausare, pozav (posair) : pausabe, etc. We have 
an exception to the rule in tware (touar6) : taubum. 

§ 114. — a''u + voc. 

This result is like the one in French proper. Examples : 
har (louair) : laudabe, wir (ouir) : audibe, etc. We, how- 
ever, find a"u* in Jdjawar (cUaouiar) : clavum. 

§ 116. — a"u •j'k + voc. 

a"w here gives wis", as does a'u in this combination.* 
Examples : geru'ezUje (guerouaisilier) : G«rm. kbXubel, weze 

(ouaisS): AUOELLUM. 

^ Cf. {{ 60, 3 and 108. » Cf. i 70. 

« Cf. also buye (bftUier) : *buculare. * Cf. § 71. 
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§ 116. — a"w + nasal + voc 

As an exceptional product is to be noted the one word 
fumai' (choumair) : cauma.^ 



II. — a"i6 in closed syllable. 

§ 117. — a"w + cons. -\-j. 

The development here is again similar to that of a'w in the 
same position :^/t**e2;ir (chualsir) : Gothic kausjan. 



Chapter III. 
ATONIC VOWELS. 

a 

§ 118. — pret. a -\- cons. + voc. 

In this position, pretonic a falls. Examples : hocwe* (kVaeu) : 
CAPiLLUMj/w^'' (chimin) : CAMiNUM,/m (ch'va) : caballum, 
etc. This result is the same as in French proper ; a difference 
is noted only in the two words /ren (Preine): parinam and 
hmvX (c'naille) : *canaliam. 



§ 119. — pret. 9 + cons. + voc. 

As in French proper, pretonic d, in this position, falls. 
Examples : Ivav (Pvair) : levare, tnir (t'nir) : tenere, vnir 
(v'nir) : venire, etc. Under the influence of a neighboring 

1 Cf. ? 70, 2, NOTE 2. 2 cf. g 72. 

5 
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labial^ this a becomes ce^ as in Icevre (leuvrai) : leyabe and 
dcevai' (flduvair) : elevare.^ 

O 

§ 120. — pret. + oral cons. + voc. 

In sole (sauler): solabium^ o gives o, but elsewhere it 
becomes u'a'% or, in a few cases, u. Examples : fward 
(fouar^t) : *fobestem, ku'ara^ (couarage) : *oobaticum, 
mwarir (mouarir) : *mobibe,* but kwron (couronne) : cx)BO- 
NAM,j:>/;tM» (pUouvait): *plovere, tnrfre (voulier) : volebb. 

§ 121. — pret. + voc. 

When stands before a vowel, we observe two results: 
a''u' and u. Examples : apawai' (appaouair) : *appodabe,* 
but pud (pou^te): poetam and puezi: (pouesie): poesim, 
which do not, however, represent a popular development. 

§ 122.— pret. o + k + voc. 

A few peculiar prodiicts should be noted here, foi'e (foyer) : 
POCABIUM represents the regular development.* njez^^'s (ni6- 
since) : nocebe has been influenced by the tonic form nje (niet).* 
Corresponding to the French -fi, we find i in Jizi (flsi) : focum. 

^ We also hear apcdre (appeaVrai) : appelabe, though the mfinitLve 
is generally pronounced aplai' (app'lair). Notice akoevre (akeuv'rai) : 
♦accapare, and even adcBrfje (adeurchier) : *directiare and retoer/je 
(r^teurchier) : STRionABE, in which last two examples the vowel is not 
influenced by a labial. 

^Cf. also ku'afje (couachier): coli<ocare and mwa/e (mouach^): mon- 
TICELLUM. Notice 91.* (s'cie): sollioitare, and also perfi^ (perchain): 
PBOPRiUM and ierzu (terjous) : *TOTTOS + DnTRNOS (cf. § 161). 

'Corresponding to the French appuier: ^appodiare, is found apiai* 
(appiair) ; cf. a^iod' (ennyair) : *inodiare. 

* V. Schwan, Or<m,y { 136. 

*V.{53,1. 
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§ 123. — pret. o + nasal + voc. 

Pretonic o gives t^^ in bimcer (bouriheur): bonum, etunai' 
(4tounnair): *EXTONARE,mtma.'i'(mounMe): MONETAM,«mai" 
(sounair): sokabe^ 8tm9 (sonnet): sontjm, ttm9r (tounerre): 
TONTTBUM, tmd (hounn^te) : honestum, unetav (hounndt^- 
tai): HONESTATEM, tmosr (hounneur) : honobem. In dmai'n 
(d'miune) : dominium^ o has fsdlen.^ 



Chapter IV. 
COirSONANTS. 

P 

§ 124.— initial p + l. 

In the one word kXja^e (cUiingier) : *plumbicare, initial 
p has become k, the following I showing mouillation according 
to the asual rule in Guernsey.* 

V 

§ 1-25. — V + cons. 

V, before a consonant, has fallen in brama'' (br^ment) : Grer- 
man brav, por (paure) and portai' (paur^tai) : pauperem.* 
V has also dropped in mo: (maue) : malyam and ne: (n^) : 

NIVEAM. 

§ 126.— final v. 

Final v has disappeared in the Guernsey pronunciation. 
Examples : bee (been*) : bovum, nee (ne^) : novum, ce (oeu^) : 
♦ovum.* 

» Cf. ii 95, 1, and 106, 1. » Cf. J 106, 1. » V. { 150. 

^Cf. also mere<\e (m^reille) : mirabilia. 
* Also derjje (derchi^) : CAPxn?. 
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§ 127. — voc. + dj -\- voc. 

d, followed by a j, develops into a fronted g. Examples : 
ai'gge (aiguier): adjutare, gja'hje (guiablle): diabolum, 
gju (guiu) : ^ DEUM, ogjaPa (auguienee) : audientiam.^ In 
such words^ the dental stop d has been changed to the palatal 
stop Qy under the influence of the following palatal consonant 
j ; this phenomenon is by no means a peculiarity of the Guern- 
sey patois.* 

§ 128.— voc. + d + voc. 

Intervocalic d has fallen in le: (laie) : Germ. laiS. 

§ 129.— n + d. 

In one word, d, following immediately an n, has been 
assimilated to it : repmd (r6pounni) : respondere.* 

§ 130. — in + versus, 

A d is intercalated in ardvi'9r (endviers) : in + versus, 
one proof that the vowels followed by a nasal were not only 
nasalized, but that n was also pronounced {a^ndvi'^r) in 
Guernsey longer than in Normandy, where this result has 
apparently not been noted in the modem dialects; this n 
has now been dropped, but, before it had disappeared, a d 
was introduced between it and the following sound ; in the 
passage from the nasal n to the pure oral consonant t?, the 
velum would be raised before the tongue had broken contact 
with the teeth, thus inevitably bringing in a d in the pro- 

^ When after a word ending in a vowel. 
•Also kogJ9r (cauguifire) : calidum. 
' Cf. this result with the fronted k from <;, § 132. 

♦ Cf. also pwnil (pounu) : ponere, corresponding to the French pwidu, 
and grr»»tna*» (griln'ment) : grandem. 
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DUDciation. A d would not have been introduced here if 
only a nas^ized vowel, not followed by the consonant n, had 
preceded the v. 

§ 131.— final d. 

A peculiar change of final d (or t) into k is seen in the form 
nik (nic) : nidum. A like change, after the vowel i, is not 
unknown in other languages.^ 



§ 132.— voc. + tj + voc. 

The result here, a fronted k, corresponds to the one obtained 
from intervocalic dj.^ Examples : krelgal' (chr6quien) : chbis- 
TLA.NUM, ^/a** (quien^):* tenet, melge (m6quier): ministe- 
RIUM, msi^lqdJ'dre (mainquiendrai) : manum + tenere, and 
such words as hakjo (b^uiaux), etc.* A more popular de- 
velopment is observed in pX;a/ (pll^he) : plateam and jwj/Je 
(puchier) : puteum. 

§ 133. — cons. + &' + voc. 

(1) ij here develops into /. Examples : adcerfje (adeur- 
chier) : *directla.re, amf'J (av^nche) : ab + antla^m, a'^sorf- 
hi' (ensorchelair) : *sortiarium, for/ (forche) : *fortiam, 
forfi (forchi) : *FORTrATUM, kajje (cachier) : *captla.re, fo**- 
foer (lincheur) : linteolum, ni'ef (ni^he) : neptiam, noef 
(neuches): *nuptias, parfi (perchi): peritla^tum, si-a""/ 
(scienche) : scientiam, sorfje (sorchier) : sortla^rium, retoerfi 
(reteurchi): strictiare. The development of ^' into/, in 
this and all dialects, is explained as follows. Between the 

^Professor Matzkc has heard, in English, preterik for preterity acik for 
aMy and, in German, 2jeik for ZdL 

*V. ?127. 

' Especially after a word ending in a vowel. 

* V. § 28, 1. Cf. also/em^'^r (chimqui^re) : coemetebium and movezhje 
(mauvaisqu^) : mai«e + "VATIUM. 
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dental t and the palatal j, an 8-BOund would be introduced^ as 
its position lies between that of t and that of j, the point of 
the tongue being raised toward the teeth, accompanied with a 
slight rise of the biack of the tongue toward the palate ; this 
combination of sounds would then develop into tfj (or tf), the 
«-sound and the j uniting to produce /; under the influence 
of the following palatal j, the back of the tongue would be 
raised nearer to the palate than in the production of «, a rise 
that would naturally be accompanied with a lowering of the 
point of the tongue, and thus the «-sound becomes/; the t of 
tf drops later, as it does in French proper. 

(2) In this position, ^' > te > « in French proper ^ and in 
the literary Norman ; * in the modern Norman dialects, as also 
in Guernsey, the result is/. 

e 

§ 134. — initial gl. 
Initial 5^/ becomes dr in drisai* (drissfur) : O. H. G. *GiiiTZAN. 

The development of g before i differs from that in French 
proper, in the one word gilwdt (guilouette) : gibabe. 

§ 136.— (/ + a. 

(1) g^ initial or preceded by a vowel, remains here, whether 
a be unchanged or become 6. Examples: gdbt (galette): 
Breton kalet, gar (gar) : V^ar, gardaf^ (gardin) ; O. H . G. 
QARTO, gat (gatte) : gabatas, gr/'b (gUmbe) : Voamb, g9rb 
(guerbe), gdrbar (guerbair) and gdrbvdr (guerbifere) : O. H. G. 
gabba, gerd (gu6ret) : Cymric gIb. 

(2) An exception is noted in d-^drgo"" (djergon) : a^q^ab,q ; 
this word may have been influenced by the Modern French 
form. 

^ Schwan, Oram.^ § 263, and Meyer-Lubke, Oram. Bom.^ I, p. 468. 
• Suchier, Fran^,, p. 38. 
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§ lS7.— g + au. 

In -^o: (jaue): gabatah and -^u^e QonS): gaudium, the 
result is similar to that in French proper. 

§ 138.— 5^ + 0. 

g remains in this position^ as it does in French proper. 
Examples : gore (gorret) : O. H. G. gob, gul (goule) : 
GULAM, etc. 



§ 139.— ib + cons. 

When ka (=a;) precedes a consonant, the k is dropped. 
Examples : dshuryo'' (escursion) : excubsionem, dskuz (es- 
qiise): excusake, dspXikayo^ (espUication) : explicabe, 
98pr9 (esprfes) : expbessum, datrordiTv^r (estrordinaire) : EXTBA 
4-OBDiNARiUM, 9»fge (espllait) : explicttum. 

§ 140.— final 1c. 

Pinal h usually falls in the following words : fro (fro') : 
PL0C5CUM, hro (cro*): *cboccum, myr (mer): Germ, mabk, 
traji (trafi'): *tbansvicabe, and in the proper name iza 
(Is^) ; but the pronunciation with a i is also heard. 

§ 141. — voc. + ^* + voc. 

%*, preceded by a vowel, becomes /, sometimes heard as «/*. 
Examples : erifo'' (h^risshon) : *ebicionem, favf (faisshe) : 
PACIAM, Icofoer (caussheure) : calceam, majo'' (machon) : 
MACIONEM. Wherever i, followed by^, gives/, it must first 
have been strongly fronted, and then have developed like tj 
before a vowel.^ 

ly. § 133,1. 
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§ U2.— k + e (i). 

(1) The regular development of i, in this position, is into 
/. Examples : dJ^brafi (embrasshi) : brachium, dwafma'' 
(douacb^ment) : dulcem, dv*[f (el^nche) : ex + lanceare, 
limaf (limaehe) : limacem, rmdfen (medchine) : medicinam, 
mwo/e (mouach^): MONTiCELLUM,jpiA-a/a'*(pouasshin): pulle- 
cmuM, purf^^o'' (pourehession) : processionem, paf (puche) : 
puiicem, rafm (rachine) : radioinam, /a** (chent) : ce^- 
TTJMy fvd^r (chainture): cincturam, /em (chime): cymam, 
fe^k (chinq) : cinque, flai' (eh'lair) : celare, fliz (ch'lise) : 
♦oeraseam/ 

(2) A peculiar development is noted in pot (p6te) : Grerm. 

POKI. 

§ 143.— * + a. 

(1) In this position, k remains. Examples : akatai' (aca- 
tair) : accaptare, akvav (akVair) : c aput, a']furkje (enfour- 
quer) : furcam, bek (b^ue) : Celtic Vbacc, bnf'k (brclnque) : 
BRANCAM, 6rofo (broquet) : broccam, ekapai' (fcappair) : 
CAPPAM, fikje (fiquer) : figicare, hv^'k (hSnque) : ANCAM, 
ka (cat) : cattum, karwafL (carouagne) : *caroniam, kastai'n 
(castaine) : castaneam, kafje (cachier) : *captiare, katwcdje 
(catouailler) : *cattuculare, ker (quaire) : cathedram, 
keri'o (keriot): carrum, forfto** (querbon): carbonem, for- 
tad' (quertMe) : carrum, karu: (querrue) : carrucam, kljok 
(cUoque) : clocam, ko (caud) : calidum, ko (caux) : calcem, 
kof (cauche) : calceum, kofh (cauchie) : calciatam, kofoer 
(caussheure) : calceam, kvaoe' (kVaeu):^ capillum, maJge 
(m^uer) : masticare, pek (p^que) : piscari, twaJge (toua- 
quer) :^ Grerm. *tukk6n, vak (vaque) : vaccam. 

* Of. also tju (tchu) ; culum. 

• Also pronounced gvaoe'y where ^ has become voiced under the influence 
of the following sonant v ; cf. Fleuiry, Hague, p. 45, and Beetz, c und ch, p. 24. 

'This is the pronunciation of the old people; twa/je, or even tujjey is more 
usual now. 



Digitized by 



Google 



GUERNSEY: ITS PEOPLE AND DIALECT. 73 

(2) This development is similar to that in the modern 
patois of Northern Normandy ^ and in Old Norman.^ 

(3) Six exceptions have been found, in which h gives /, 
the same result as in French proper:* /ap€ (chap6): cap- 
PELLUM, /i>'*di^e (chSndiller): candelam, /©"fe'e (chancre): 
CANCRUM, femnad' (chimnMe) : caminatam, /ma** (chimin) : 
CAMINUM, /naZ (ch'nal) : canalem. Two further exceptions 
present the stage before /: (/a** (tchen) : canem and tfavr 
tchair):* CARNEM.* 

(4) In the following words, A, before an a, develops into 8 : 
saf (9ache), sa/je (9achier) and safer (9achaire) : *captiare. 

§ 144. — cons. + ^ + «• 

The A here becomes/. Examples: fe/o*/ (bllltnche) : blan- 
CAM, hi'ofje (couachier) : oollocare, marfi (marchi) : Mer- 
CATUM, rakurfje (racourchier) : curtum. 

§ ]45._i + o (u). 

This development agrees exactly with that in French proper, 
being k when the latter is i, and / when the latter is /. 
Examples : ko:n (c6ne) : CORNUA, ku: (coue) : cod am, etc., 
and mufoe (moucheux) : *muccare, faw (chaou) : colem, etc. 



§ 146. — 8 + voc. 

The only examples of the development of 8into/, avefuk 
(chouque): soccuM,/t*fe*(shuker): Arabic sokkar, and /n*a/? 
(fricasshi): Frankish *fre:k, iras/'orirq/*(crasshe): crassam, 
mafakr (masshacre) : massacrium. It is to be noticed, in these 
examples, that 8 becomes/ when followed originally by a vowel 

* Joret, Extensionj p. 113. • Suchier, Frang.j pp. 41 and 80. 
'^Cf. Joret, Besduy p. 227, and Beetz, c und ch^ p. 25. 

* The pronunciation of this word with a tf was heard only in the expres- 
sion moumUi jvsqu^au tchatr; elsewhere it is always pronounced with the 
single/. * Cf. also 6(/*eZ (^tchelle) : scalam. 
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that requires a low position of the tongue^ or, in the case of 
hrafy when final. The reason of this development is thus made 
manifest : as the blade of the tongue is lower in the produc- 
tion of our /than in that of a,^ the former would naturally be 
produced in passing from 8 to any sound requiring a low posi- 
tion of the blade, in going, for example, from « to u or a, or 
to the position of rest, when « is final. The /-sound then 
absorbs the preceding «, and first in words where the combi- 
nation is initial. 

§ 147. — initial ah 

In shabe (scabfi) : scabellum, the e before a impurum has 
not been added, as it is in the French word eaoaheau, 

§ 148. — 8 + cons. 

In a few words, a, followed by a consonant, falls : cS^rffirav 
(enr'gltrair) : begestbum, ehcdve (Scalier): scALA3f, d^^ho 
(6kerbot) : scababaeum, dey>otem (despottme) : Seo-Troriy?. 
It has not, however, disappeared in kastaflje (castagnier) : 

CASTANEAM.^ 

§ 149.— final a. 

The final a-sound has been retained in some words where it 
has dropped in French proper : hiLS (houss) : Frankish hulis 
and ru8 (rouss) : bussum ; also pis (piss) : puteum. 

I 

§ 150. — stop cons. +Z. 

(1) When I is preceded by a stop consonant, or by a dento- 
labial fricative, it is palatalized, and even develops, in some 

^ There has been much discussion concerning the relative positions of s 
and/; Jespersen {Articulaliona of Speech Sounds, p. 62) gives, for the French 
8, the notation $ 1 e/, whereas he believes that $fy>ff 1 indicates somewhat 
the position of the point and upper surface of the tongue for French/. 

•Cf. 98keri'ai' (esk^riair) : *£XQUIRITARE. 
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words^ into the pure palatal j. There seems to be no fixed 
rule, whereby we may know when it becomes Ij (or X/), and 
when it develops into j. The pronunciation varies with dif- 
ferent people, the better educated being apt to retain the X, no 
doubt under the influence of the orthography.^ The pro- 
nunciation wavers in such examples as dekljerje (d6cllairier) : 
DECLARARE,^V6ai- (fllimbjur) : O. H. G. fliedimA, kwpa^- 
blje (coupablle) : culpabilem, whereas the country-people 
always pronounce ^ in 6/a* (bllanc) : O. H. G. blanch, fje'bje 
(fiSblle) : FLEBILEM, Igavr (cllair) : clarum, pjezi (pllaisi) : 
placere, m'^bje (semblle): simulat, sa'^jye (simpUe): siM- 
PLUM, ta'bje (tablle) : tabulam,^ etc. 

(2) The question here arises as to the exact pronunciation 
of the first three examples given, in which was used the tran- 
scription Ij ; there may be some doubt as to whether this 
sound should not be written \, or, rather, \j; the more usual 
pronunciation seems, however, to be Ij. After all, this palatali- 
zation is a common phenomenon in the Romance languages.' 

§ 151. — Z + cons. 

A few peculiar forms come under this heading. I is vowel- 
ized in rnogre (maugr6) or mograr (maugrai) : gratum and 
8udar (soudard) : soldatum ; it becomes r in harhul (carqul) 
and karkviar (carqulair) : calculare. 

§ 152. — voc. +l-\- voc. 

(1) Intervocalic I has suffered mouillation in a number of 
cases : ehi'ekjax (feueillMe) : scutellum, p^jai' (fiUair) : 

*Mr. Guilbert says that Kj (or simple \) used to be heard, when he was 
a boy, much more frequently than it now is ; the J-pronunciation predomi- 
nates to-day. 

•Mr. Corbet says that A. is heard in these examples, but they are pro- 
nounced with a^'-sound by Mr. Guilbert and other Guemseymen. 

•Meyer-Liibke, Gram. Bom,, I, pp. 368-374. It should be noted that / 
has fallen in pu (pus) : plus and its compounds. 
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FILARE, viKjad!^ (villain), vtKjanai' (villanair) and viKjaniz 
(villanise): *villanxjm,^ 

(2) In two words, this I gives j : regvjdrmd!' (r^uyer'ment) : 
BEGULABEM, partihuje (particuyer) : particularem. 

§ 153. — voc. +lj + voc. 

An opposite development from the last is observed in a 
few words, where intervocalic Ij, instead of being pala- 
talized, becomes a pure dental L^ Examples : evil (eville) : 
♦exvigiliat, fid (fielle) : foliam, fil (file) : filiam, ko^'sil 
(consille) : *consiliat, kuli'er (cullier) : cxxihlear.^ This 
result is also noted in the Picard and the Wallonian dia- 
lects,* and in Old Norman.* 

§ 154.— final Ij (kl). 

(1) Final Ij (Jet) develops into a pure dental I in dcel (deul) : 
DOLiUM,/amiZ(famille): FAMiLiAM,fc>'*seZ(consel): consilium, 
sold (solel) : soliculum. In three words, final Ij (kl) falls, as 
final I often does :^ apare (appar6) : pariculum, orge (orgu6) : 
Germ, urgoli, trava (travas) : *trabaculum. 

(2) Final kl changes to r in the plural form jV (iers): 
OCULOS and in vi'9r (vier) : *veculum ; this development 
would be as follows : iZ > X > ^ > r, for it is not likely that 
k would give r directly, without going through the stage L 
The change of Z to r is easily explained, since the effort to 
lower the sides of the tongue for I is greater than to simply 
loosen the point of the tongue for rJ 

^Cf. Eggert, Norm. Mund.^ p. 391, and also the development of n + 
secondary j into fl, i 167. 

* Cf. this change with that of intervocalic gn (nj) into n, g 166. 
' Cf. also buli'e (bAUier) : *buculare. 

* Meyer-Liibke, Oram. Bom., I, p. 465. 

* Gorlich, Mak., p. xxi, 56 ; Bosch, Ang.-Norm., pp. 47 and 68. 
•V. §155, 1. 'Cf.§155,2. 
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§ 155.— final I 

(1) Final I is no longer pronounced in a number of words :^ 
anima (anima): animal, bari (bari): Vbarr, ma (ma): 
MALUM, naiv/re (natur^) : naturalem, nwe (Nou6) : nata- 
LEM, nu (nu) : nullum, opita (hopita) : hcispitale, porta 
(porta) : portalbm, prsTm/pa (prineipa) : principalem, Bfooer 
(saeu) : soLUM,/t;a (ehVa) : caballum, and also in the proper 
names raje (Raeh6), S9^mifje (St. Michi^) and tortva (Torteva). 

(2) In a few examples, final I has developed into an r : * 
gXjayxr (gUajeur): gladiolum, W^fcer (Itncheur): linteo- 
LUM and the three persons of the singular of the present 
indicative from *volere : voer (j^ veurs, tu veurs, i' veurt).* 
This result is a frequent one in the Romance field.^ 

§ 156. — cons. + ^ + voc. 

As with r in this position,* we have metathesis of the I in 
four words: a**pi^ar (em p'yllair) : implicare, i>**6i^'ai* (onbil- 
lair) : *oblitare, pubiljai' (pubillair) : publicare and rpi- 
Ijai' (r'pillair) : plicare. 

r 

§ 157. — voc. + r + voc. 

The change of intervocalic r into I is illustrated by the follow- 
ing examples : berual (beruelle) : brueram, gilwdt (guilouette) : 
GiRARE, proMUce (proculeux) : procuratorem, fliz (ch'lise) : 
♦ceraseam. 

§ 158. — final rj. 

In the one word^r (fSre) : feriam, final rj becomes a pure 
dental r.* 

^ This I may be pronounced sometimes, but very rarely. 
• Cf. i 164, 2. • Cf. also koroni^l (coronel) : Italian colonbllo. 

*Meyer-Lubke, Oram. Rom,y I, pp. 408-410. » V. ? 161. 

•Cf. with this one, the development of final Ij (H) into Z, § 154, 1. 
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§ 159.— final r. 

Latin final r disappears in some words. Examples : asi'e 
(assi6^): sedebe^ ave (av6): habere^ be (b^): bibere, kei' 
(qu6i') : CADERE^ kuvri (couvri') : <X)PERIRe/ mcdoe (malhetl) : 
AUGURIUM, mUjace' (milliaeu) : meliorem, pXjezi (pllaisl) : 
PLACEREy 86 (sfi) : SERUM^ 8u (sus) : SUPER, terpi (terjous) : 
DIURNOS, ve (v6) : videre, and also the nouns ending in ce (for 
oer), such Hsfofoe (faucheux), pos (peA), voice (voleux). The only 
remaining effect of this r is the lengthening of the final vowel; 
although this vowel may not be unusually long, yet it can never 
be pronounced short. In many words, the custom of dropping 
the final r is not yet firmly established; in most of the examples 
just given, r is sometimes pronounced. In many words, the 
final r is never dropped ; the exclamation ver (ver) : vere, for 
instance, is never heard as ve, though of exceedingly common 
occurrence; the usual pause after this word doubtless pre- 
vents the r from falling. We always hear, also, saver (saver) : 

SAPERE. 

§ 160.— r + Z (n). 

Before a dental consonant (either I or n), r disappears, hav- 
ing been assimilated to the following sound.^ Examples: 
epd^fl (6pangne) : Germ. *sparanjan. Icon (cdne) : <X)RNUA, 
md (m6le) : merulam, ofoj (h6loge) : horologium, palai' 
(pAlair) : ♦parabolare, vlar (oAlai'r) : *orulam.^ 

§ 161. — cons. +r -\- voc. 

(1) This combination is very frequently changed to cons. 
+ voc. + r, with sometimes a change in the quality of the 
vowel. Only a few examples, from a great many, will be 

^ And 80 with most of the "ir infinitives. 

•Cf. Fleury, Hague, p. 51, and Eggert, Norm. Mund., p. 390. 

*r falls also before an SHSOund in pask (pasque), equivalent to the French 
paree que, and in traviPo^ (trav'sUnt) : transvebsus, with the tenses formed 
from this present participle. As in French, r drops in such sentences as 
auf matin, enL* leux dents, etc., where r follows a dental t and precedes a con- 
sonant. Cf. the proper name margit (Marguite). 
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taken as Ulustrations of this change : formd!' (forment) : PRU- 
MENTUM, adcerjje (adeurchier) : *directiare, perzol' (per- 
sent): pbaesentem. In berbi (berbis): *berbicem, the 
Guernsey form seems to be nearer the Latin etymon than 
is the result in French proper, but such is probably not the 
case; if berbi had come directly from *berbicem, the e would 
have been open, as for example, in p9rtu (pertu) : pertusum. 

(2) A similar result is seen in words that have as initial 
^ consonants a stop (or /, v) + r. An e is introduced here, 

between the consonant and the r: periav (periair): precare, 
b€ru9l (beruelle): brueram, etc. It is, therefore, probable 
that such words as the two mentioned above {perza'' and 
berbi) show a mingling of the two laws just given ; according 
to the first, the combinations pre- and bra- would become per- 
and bdr- respectively; but the second law would cause the 
development of pre- and bra- into pere- and bera- respectively. 
per- would, therefore, be a mixture of per- and pere-, and like- 
wise with 6er-, which would be the mixed product of bdr- and 
b'erd-. It should be observed that the pronunciation of e in 
berbi is not precisely the same as that of e in the French form 
brd)i8 ; the e is rather between the French e of ehevcdf brebis, 
and 9. If this were not so, our berbi would be developed 
regularly from brebi, according to the first rule mentioned in 
this section : bre- > ber-. 

(3) These two laws should now be explained. The com- 
bination of a stop + r was probably the first to change. When 
an r, following a consonant, is strongly trilled, and conse- 
quently held for some length of time, an indefinite e-sound is 
almost unavoidably introduced between it and the preced- 
ing consonant; if, for example, the r in priai' be trilled 
(=prrriai')y it would soon develop an e between itself and 
the p {=periai'). The next combinations to change would 
be those with consonant -^r -\- e (d or e), such as pre- ; ^ the 

^ An iUustration with an e, instead of an 9 or e, is made use of here, 
because e is further removed from the final result e than are either 9 or e, 
and what would apply to it, would, afortiorij apply to the other two vowels. 
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first step might hepere-, and then, owing to the similarity in 
sound between the two e% the second would drop, but the 
first would take its quality, to compensate for its loss (i. e., 
pre- ^pere- '^per-). The e in this last result {per-) would 
then become a (or e), under the influence of the following r, 
and such forms as perza'', berbi would be the result; this 
change in the quality of e would be made easier by the exist- 
ence of such regular forms as periaVy or, in other words, there 
would be mixture. Upon this development becoming more 
frequent, this law would then be easily applied to words with 
other vowels, like formoP (forment). In all these explana- 
tions, we must not leave out of consideration altogether the 
vowel-like quality of r and the ease with which it can be 
changed from one position in the word to another. 

§ 162.— added r. 

An r has been introduced into two words, rudr (rudre) : 
RUDEM and svdar (soudard) : soldatum. 

§ 163. — closed voc. + r. 

An important question to be considered, is the eflFect of r 
on a preceding closed vowel. A closed vowel always requires 
a high and tense position of the tongue, and such a position, 
whether front or back, is accompanied by a withdrawal of the 
point of the tongue from the teeth. Since, in the production of 
the Guernsey r, the point of the tongue is raised toward the teeth, 
the front or back of the tongue would be less tense and be 
somewhat lowered, in order to allow the point to press for- 
ward and be sufficiently loose to vibrate freely : ^ thus an 
open vowel, instead of the closed one, would most naturally 
be the result. 

^According to Jespersen, this position might be indicated by /8x«--^ or 
even j8a;«— ^^; a different notation would be fifot fifg. 



Digitized by 



Google 



GUERNSEY: ITB PEOPI/E AND DIALECT. 81 

m 

§ 164. — mm. 

In the pronunciation of the word fXjtmb (fllJmbe) : plam- 
MAM^ the velum is raised before the vocal chords cease vibrating, 
and thus, instead of a long m, is heard the combination mb} 

n 

§ 165.— n + t. 

n becomes r in murt (mourte) and murtrai' (mourtrair) : 
MONSTBARE; this change is simple, as both consonants are 
dental. This product is observed also in other languages. 

§ 166. — voc. + gn (nj) -\- voc. 

Instead of becoming fl, as in French proper, intervocalic 
gUy in a few words, gives a pure dental n? Examples: 
d'^dinai' (indin^) : diqnum, kastarn (castaine) : castaneam, 
sen (sine) : signum, sinifiai' (sinifiai'r) : significare and the 
proper name almavn (AlPm^ne).* 

§ 167. — n + secondary j. 

In a few words, where French proper has the pronun- 
ciation njf the Guernsey patois has flj^ Examples: diflje 
(dignier): DENARIUM, mafljer (magniSre): manuarium, flje 
(gniais) : *Nn)iACEM, Jv^'mflje (chinsougnier) : cantionem.* 

§ 168.— r + n + r. 

In rturo'' (r^toAron), equivalent to the French rdoumerons, 
the n has been assimilated to r. Another example, where n 

^ For similar phenomena, y. Paasy, GhangemenU phonitiquesy p. 216, J ^35. 
' Cf. this result with that of I from intervocalic ^*, 2 153. 
'Of. also grunofi' (gronnniur) and grunar (gronnard) : grunnirb. 
^ Cf. this development to that of intervocalic I into \ and J, i 152. 
^ Of. also mu'afl (moigne) : Greek fi6yios. 
6 
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has fallen^ perhaps through differentiation from the first sylla- 
ble, is pi'anpi'a (pift-n-pift), meaning " slowly/* " gently/* 

§ 169.— voc. + f[. 

In a few words, fl has nasalized the preceding vowel, or, 
rather, the nasalization of this vowel, before the following fl^ 
has not disappeared in the Guernsey dialect : epa'^fi (epangne) : 
Germ, ♦spabanjan, hfpo^fi (cUmpengne) : campaneam, fe>"- 
pa*ili.' (compengnie) : *cx>mpanionem/ 

§ 170. — nasalization of vowels. 

A few words have been found, in our patois, in which the 
vowel has been nasalized, even when not followed by a nasal 
consonant.^ Examples: da"pi (denpls): de + P08tea, o"6i- 
Ijav (onbillair) : *oblitabe, and also p^ (in the expression 
mafinffe), if from fidem.' 

Edwin Seelye Lewis. 



^Gf. also <ie"t?iay (Dhunanche): DOMiNionM, cfe'^nai* (dinnair) : ^isju- 
NABB and the preterit ending of the first person plural -e^^m (-tnmes), 
corresponding to the French 4me8. 

* Of. the nasalization of final i^, g 35, 2. 

^era^e (^ragier): ^^babiarb^ on the contrary, may he an example of 
the loss of the nasalization. 
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